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Methodology Magellan Strategies are pleased to present the 
results of a live telephone and online survey of 361 
registered voters in San Miguel County that live 
within the Telluride Fire Protection District.

The interviews were conducted from September 
6th – 22nd, 2022.

The overall survey responses have a margin of 
error of +/- 4.98% at the 95% confidence interval. 
Population subgroups will have a higher margin of 
error than the overall sample. 

The survey results were weighted to be 
representative of the voter turnout demographics 
within the Telluride Fire Protection District for an 
odd-year November general election cycle.

Telluride Fire Protection District Ballot Measure Survey, September 2022, 361n, +/- 4.98% MoE 2



Ø The primary objective of this survey 
was to measure voter support and 
opposition to a 4-mill property tax 
increase to fund building remodeling 
and maintenance, additional 
personnel support, and updated 
equipment. 

Ø The survey educated respondents 
about the role of the Telluride Fire 
Protection District.

Ø The survey also measured job 
approval for the organization. 

Survey
Objectives
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Telluride Fire Protection District Voter Demographics
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19%

32%

23%

26%

Very Familiar

Somwhat Familiar

Not Too Familiar

Not Familiar at All

Very & Somewhat Familiar 51%

How familiar are you with 
the Telluride Fire 

Protection District and the 
services that it offers? 

26%

29%

37%

24%

31%

34%

31%

32%

33%

38%

26%

56%

46%

44%

67%

47%

47%

50%

50%

46%

48%

50%

18%

23%

16%

6%

20%

17%

19%

14%

20%

14%

21%

2%

3%

3%

2%

1%

4%

3%

Other Area

Mountain Village

Telluride

Rep

Unaf

Dem

65+

45-64

18-44

Men

Women

Very Familiar Somewhat Familiar Not Too Familiar

Not Familiar at All Unsure
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27%

37%

46%

53%

71%

As you may know, the Telluride Fire Protection District offers many different 
services. Among the following list of services that the fire district provides, 

please choose up to three that you think the Telluride Fire Protection District 
should be addressing the most. 

EMS Response, Medical & Trauma-
Related 911 Calls

Fire Suppression

Wildfire Suppression

Rescue Services

Medical Transports to Regional 
Hospitals
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2%

2%

3%

10%

15%

Unsure or No Opinion

Fire Safety Inspections

Hazardous Materials Investigation, 
Control

Plan Review Services

7

Public Education

As you may know, the Telluride Fire Protection District offers many different 
services. Among the following list of services that the fire district provides, 

please choose up to three that you think the Telluride Fire Protection District 
should be addressing the most. 
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90%

2%
8%

Total Approve
Total Disapprove
No Opinion

Strongly Approve 69%

Somewhat Approve 21%

Strongly Disapprove 1%

Somewhat Disapprove 1%

8

Do you approve or disapprove of 
the job the Telluride Fire Protection 

District does to provide fire 
protection, fire suppression, and 
emergency medical care to the 

communities they serve?

93%

91%

87%

86%

85%

94%

92%

87%

91%

93%

87%

0%

1%

3%

0%

2%

2%

2%

2%

1%

2%

2%

7%

8%

10%

14%

13%

4%

6%

11%

8%

5%

11%

Other Area

Mountain
Village

Telluride

Rep

Unaf

Dem

65+

45-64

18-44

Men

Women

Total Approve Total Disapprove No Opinion
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64%

4%

32%

Total Approve
Total Disapprove
No Opinion

Strongly Approve 41%

Somewhat Approve 23%

Strongly Disapprove 1%

Somewhat Disapprove 3%

9

Do you agree or disagree with the 
following statement? “The 

Telluride Fire Protection District is 
fiscally responsible and spends 

taxpayer money wisely?”

59%

66%

67%

66%

57%

68%

60%

62%

69%

64%

63%

4%

1%

4%

5%

5%

3%

1%

7%

2%

3%

4%

37%

33%

29%

29%

38%

29%

39%

31%

29%

33%

33%

Other Area

Mountain
Village

Telluride

Rep

Unaf

Dem

65+

45-64

18-44

Men

Women

Total Approve Total Disapprove No Opinion
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Do you think fire risk in your 
area has increased, stayed 

about the same, or declined in 
the past couple of years? 

69%
19%

2%
10%

Total Increased

About the Same

Total Decreased

No Opinion

Definitely Increased 40%

Probably Increased 29%

Definitely Decreased 0%

Probably Decreased 2%

75%

72%

67%

47%

61%

80%

71%

67%

74%

69%

72%

23%

19%

24%

41%

31%

14%

20%

25%

22%

24%

22%

2%

5%

4%

8%

4%

3%

4%

6%

1%

4%

3%

4%

5%

4%

4%

3%

5%

2%

3%

3%

3%

Other Area

Mountain
Village

Telluride

Rep

Unaf

Dem

65+

45-64

18-44

Men

Women

Total Increased About the Same
Total Decreased No Opinion
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71%
18%

11%

Total Support
Total Oppose
No Opinion

Strongly Approve 33%

Somewhat Approve 38%

Strongly Disapprove 7%

Somewhat Disapprove 11%

11

Would you support or oppose 
a property tax increase to 

create additional funding for 
the Telluride Fire Protection 

District? 

75%

76%

67%

69%

62%

78%

81%

64%

73%

70%

73%

16%

14%

20%

28%

24%

12%

12%

22%

17%

19%

16%

9%

10%

13%

3%

14%

10%

7%

14%

10%

11%

11%

Other Area

Mountain
Village

Telluride

Rep

Unaf

Dem

65+

45-64

18-44

Men

Women

Total Support Total Oppose No Opinion
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The Telluride Fire Protection 
District is considering a ballot 
measure that would increase 

property taxes by 4.0 mills to raise 
$3.65 million in additional funding 
for the fire district. The additional 

revenue would be used for building 
remodel and maintenance, 

additional personnel support, and 
to update equipment. 

Uninformed 4-
Mill Property 

Tax Ballot 
Measure Test
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The ballot measure would increase the 
current mills for the fire district from 

4.315 to 8.315. An 8.315 mill property 
tax would cost a homeowner 

approximately $305.56 annually or 
$25.46 per month for a home valued at 

$500,000. 
Knowing this information, if an election 
were being held today, would you vote 
yes and approve a 4.0 mill property tax 

increase to raise $3.65 million in 
additional funding for the Telluride Fire 

Protection District, or would you vote no 
and reject it? 

Uninformed 4-
Mill Property 

Tax Ballot 
Measure Test
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64%

31%

5%

Total Yes, Approve
Total No, Reject
Undecided

14

Uninformed Ballot Test
If an election were being held today, would you vote 
yes and approve a 4.0 mill property tax increase to 

raise $3.65 million in additional funding for the 
telluride fire protection district, or would you vote 

no and reject it?

64%

62%

64%

63%

60%

67%

66%

57%

72%

59%

70%

31%

28%

32%

37%

36%

27%

30%

38%

23%

37%

25%

5%

10%

4%

0%

4%

6%

4%

5%

5%

4%

5%

Other Area

Mountain
Village

Telluride

Rep

Unaf

Dem

65+

45-64

18-44

Men

Women

Total Yes, Approve Total No, Reject Undecided

Definitely Yes, Approve 25%

Probably Yes,  Approve 39%

Definitely No,  Reject 15%

Probably No, Reject 16%
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Telluride Fire Protection District 4-Mill Property Tax Increase 
Ballot Measure Information Questions

Ranked By Total Much More Likely

33%

42%

73%

82%

Total Much More Likely to Approve
Much More Likely to Approve

The Tel lur ide F i re  Protect ion Dist r ict  has defer red 
maintenance and rep lacements  to  apparatuses such 
as emergency equipment  and f i re  t rucks due to  
increases in  costs.  This  bal lot  measure would a l low 
them to  update equipment  and apparatuses.  

I f  t h e  b a l l o t  m e a s u re  p a s s e s ,  t h e  fu n d i n g  w o u l d  b e  u s e d  t o  
re mo de l  a l l  fo u r  Te l lu r ide  F i re  P ro t e c t io n  D is t r i c t  s t a t io n s ,  
a n d  p o t e n t ia l l y  b u i ld  t wo  a dd i t io n a l  s t a t io n s .  Th e  b a l lo t  
me a s u re  wo u l d  a l s o  a l l o w t h e  d is t r i c t  t o  h i re  a dd i t io n a l  
s t a f f  fo r  fu l l - t i m e  f i re f i g h t e rs ,  w i l d f i re  f i re f i g h t e rs ,  a  
t ra i n i n g  o f f i c e r ,  a n d  a  p o t e n t i a l  de p u t y  c h i e f .  I t  w o u l d  a l s o  
fu n d  u p g ra de s  t o  t h e  c u r re n t  a mb u l a n c e s  a n d  o t h e r  
e q u i p m e n t .  
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23%

29%

32%

62%

66%

70%

Total Much More Likely to Approve
Much More Likely to Approve

T h e  T e l l u r i d e  F i r e  P r o t e c t i o n  D i s t r i c t  h a s  b e e n  g o o d  
s t e w a r d s  o f  t a x p a y e r  m o n e y  i n  t h e  p a s t .  T h e y  s a v e d  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 4 0 0 , 0 0 0  b y  r e i s s u i n g  a  g e n e r a l  
o b l i g a t i o n  b o n d  t h a t  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  i s s u e d  i n  2 0 0 4  a n d  
r e i s s u e d  a g a i n  i n  2 0 1 4  a t  a  l e s s e r  r a t e  o f  i n t e r e s t .  

C u r r e n t l y ,  t h e  T e l l u r i d e  F i r e  P r o t e c t i o n  D i s t r i c t  c o s t s  
h o m e o w n e r s  $ 1 6 6 . 5 6  p e r  y e a r  f o r  a  h o m e  v a l u e d  a t  
$ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  T h e  p o t e n t i a l  4 . 0 - m i l l  i n c r e a s e  w o u l d  t a k e  
p r o p e r t y  t a x e s  f o r  t h e  f i r e  d i s t r i c t  f r o m  4 . 3 1 5  t o  8 . 3 1 5 -
m i l l s  a n d  w o u l d  c o s t  h o m e o w n e r s  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  $ 1 3 9 . 0 0  
p e r  y e a r ,  f o r  a  t o t a l  c o s t  o f  $ 3 0 5 . 5 6  a n n u a l l y .  

T h e  c u r r e n t  r a t e  o f  4 . 3 1 5  m i l l s  g e n e r a t e s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
$ 3 . 9  m i l l i o n  f o r  t h e  T e l l u r i d e  F i r e  P r o t e c t i o n  D i s t r i c t .  I f  
t h e  b a l l o t  m e a s u r e  i s  p a s s e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  p r o p e r t y  t a x e s  
b y  4 . 0  m i l l s ,  i t  w o u l d  g e n e r a t e  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  $ 3 . 6 5  m i l l i o n  
f o r  t h e  f i r e  d i s t r i c t .  

Telluride Fire Protection District 4-Mill Property Tax Increase 
Ballot Measure Information Questions

Ranked By Total Much More Likely
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As a reminder, the Telluride Fire 
Protection District is considering a 

ballot measure that would 
increase property taxes by 4.0 
mills to raise $3.65 million in 
additional funding for the fire 

district. The additional revenue 
would be used for building 
remodel and maintenance, 

additional personnel support, and 
to update equipment. 

Informed 4-
Mill Property 

Tax Ballot 
Measure Test
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The ballot measure would increase the 
current mills for the fire district from 

4.315 to 8.315. An 8.315 mill property 
tax would cost a homeowner 

approximately $305.56 annually or 
$25.46 per month for a home valued at 

$500,000. 
Knowing this information, if an election 
were being held today, would you vote 
yes and approve a 4.0 mill property tax 

increase to raise $3.65 million in 
additional funding for the Telluride Fire 

Protection District, or would you vote no 
and reject it? 

Informed 4-
Mill Property 

Tax Ballot 
Measure Test
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66%
27%

7%

Total Yes, Approve
Total No, Reject
Undecided

Definitely Yes, Approve 30%

Probably Yes,  Approve 36%

Definitely No,  Reject 13%

Probably No, Reject 14%

Informed Ballot Test
If an election were being held today, would 

you vote yes and approve a 4.0 mill property 
tax increase to raise $3.65 million in 

additional funding for the telluride fire 
protection district, or would you vote no and 

reject it?

64%

72%

67%

69%

60%

70%

72%

57%

75%

63%

71%

30%

20%

27%

24%

36%

24%

24%

36%

18%

32%

22%

6%

8%

6%

7%

4%

6%

4%

7%

7%

5%

7%

Other Area

Mountain
Village

Telluride

Rep

Unaf

Dem

65+

45-64

18-44

Men

Women

Total Yes, Approve Total No, Reject Undecided
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66%

27%
6%

Total Yes, Approve Total No, Reject Undecided

Telluride Fire Protection District 4-Mill Increase 
Ballot Measure Question

Movement from Uninformed to Informed 
After Reading Information Questions

64%

31%
5%

Total Yes, Approve Total No, Reject Undecided

Uninformed Informed+2

+4

+1
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Themes
Understanding of the need for fire services.

With more people moving in, there is a need 
for more firefighters and equipment.

Fire danger has increased significantly. 
Climate change.

Why 66% of Respondents 
Would Vote Yes and 

Approve the Telluride Fire 
Protection District Ballot 

Measure
Please describe the reasons why you 

would vote yes and approve the 
Telluride Fire Protection District ballot 

measure.

“The fire risk in this area is scary. The region needs a top-notch fire mitigation 
and  suppression team that has adequate resources to protect all of us.”
-Female, 55-64, Unaffiliated, Mountain Village

“With increased 2nd home ownership in the TFPD and increased property 
values, it is imperative that we have adequate defenses and medical support 
for ALL residents.” 
-Female, 65+, Unaffiliated, Telluride

“I realize the need for increased funding in an ever-growing community.” 
-Female, 45-54, Democrat, Other Area

“It's time to no longer defer the deferred maintenance.” 
-Male, 45-54, Democrat, Telluride

“The fire department is responsible for many different areas of public safety 
and this comes at a cost to residents.” 
-Female, 55-64, Republican, Telluride

“Don't really care about remodeling stations etc., unless that affects the 
quality of response. More importantly, given climate change is increasing 
ability to stop and suppress wildfires.”
-Male,55-64, Unaffiliated, Mountain Village
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Themes
This is too much of an ask. Double the 

amount. 100% increase.

Doubles the current fee forever, when the 
fixes are one-time issues.

Taxes are already too high.

“I'm working class, not rich and retired. Doubling the fees forever to upgrade 
equipment once doesn't make sense. If the proposal was to increase these 
taxes for only one year in order to replace equipment, and then bring it back 
down, I would tighten my budget for a year and vote yes.” 
-Male, 35-44, Unaffiliated, Telluride

“For middle class Telluride people who happen to live in homes that are now 
valued at $500,000, that is a large amount of money.  I would approve of the 
measure if it was a smaller amount monthly or annually.” 
-Female, 55-64, Democrat, Other Area

“I don’t think stations need remodeling.” 
-Female, 55-64, Unaffiliated, Other Area

“Overburdened with taxes in an inflationary environment.” 
-Non-Binary, 35-44, Democrat, Telluride

“Should be able to find the money in general budgets.  Taxes are already too 
high.”
-Male, 55-64, Unaffiliated, Mountain Village

Why 27% of Respondents 
Would Vote No and Reject the 

Telluride Fire Protection District 
Ballot Measure

Please describe the reasons why you 
would vote no and reject the Telluride 
Fire Protection District ballot measure.
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50% 50%

Female Male Identify Differently
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35%
55%

9%1%

Unaffiliated Democrat
Republican Other Party

18-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+

17% 15%

23%
20%

25%

Gender
Party Affiliation

Age Range

Survey Demographics
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18%

77%

5%

Rent Own Prefer Not to Say

Less Than
$25,000

$25,000 to
$49,000

$50,000 to
$99,000

$100,000 to
$149,000

More Than
$150,000

Prefer Not to Say

3% 6%
27%

20%
31%

13%

Rent or Own?

How would you describe your household income?

52%

11%

37%

Telluride Mountain Village Other Area

Where do you live?
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Ø Support for a 4-mill tax increase to provide 
additional funding for the Telluride Fire Protection 
District is high with 64% of voters saying they 
would vote yes and approve the ballot measure, 
and 31% of voters saying they would vote no and 
reject the ballot measure. 

Ø After voters are informed of what the additional 
funding would go towards, what it would cost, and 
that it would provide additional staff and remodels 
to the fire stations, the ballot measure increased 
by 2 points, with 66% of voters saying they would 
vote yes and approve the ballot measure. Not a 
large movement from uninformed to informed. 

Key
Findings

Telluride Fire Protection District Ballot Measure Survey, September 2022, 361n, +/- 4.98% MoE 25



Ø The main reasons voters would support the 
ballot measure are, that they understand the 
need for firefighters and updated equipment. 
They understand that the risk of fire has 
increased substantially over the last couple 
years due to an influx in population and a belief 
in climate change. 

Ø The reasons why voters would vote no and 
reject the ballot measure are that the mill levy 
increase is too much, that doubling it is asking 
for too much at one time. Voters believe taxes 
are too high already, and some mention that 
they would possibly support a smaller increase.

Key
Findings
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