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Methodology Magellan Strategies is pleased to present the 

results of a survey of 1,784 voters in Durango 9-

R School District. The interviews were 

conducted from April 18th to May 5th, 2024.

The overall survey responses have a margin of 

error of +/- 2.26% at the 95% confidence 

interval. Population subgroups will have a 

higher margin of error than the overall sample.

The survey data were weighted to represent 

presidential election year turnout in the District. 
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Durango School District 9-R 
Voter Registration and Past Turnout 

Demographics
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Survey
Objectives

This community survey of student 
parents and non-parents measured 
opinions of the Durango School 
District’s image and job approval 
rating educating students, the 
district’s fiscal responsibility, and 
opinions of the district heading in the 
right direction or off on the wrong 
track.

Durango SD 9-R Community Survey, April 18-May 5, 2024. 1,784n, +/- 2.26% MoE 4



25%

22%

20%

31%

13%

30%

24%

27%

27%

17%

21%

25%

40%

45%

41%

48%

43%

39%

46%

46%

40%

42%

39%

47%

17%

10%

14%

12%

19%

11%

11%

10%

14%

16%

14%

12%

6%

6%

6%

6%

12%

1%

6%

3%

7%

8%

6%

6%

12%

17%

19%

3%

13%

19%

13%

14%

12%

17%

20%

10%

Other

Durango

No DSD Student
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Republican

Democrat

Unaffiliated

65+

45-64

18-44

Men

Women

Very Favorable Somewhat Favorable Somewhat Unfavorable

Very Unfavorable No Opinion

23%

43%
14%

6%

14%

Very Favorable
Somewhat Favorable
Somewhat Unfavorable
Very Unfavorable
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Do you have a favorable 
or unfavorable opinion of 
Durango School District? 

Very & Somewhat Favorable 66%
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District Name
Total

Favorable
Total 

Unfavorable
Unsure/

No Opinion

El Paso County School District (April 2022) 77% 14% 9%

South Central Rural School District (March 2024) 75% 15% 10%

Eastern Plains School District (August 2023) 73% 17% 10%

Durango School District 9-R (April 2024) 66% 20% 14%

Central Front Range School District (March 2024) 65% 20% 15%

Northern Front Range School District (June 2022) 64% 24% 12%

Northern Front Range School District (March 2024) 60% 27% 13%

Northern Rural School District (July 2024) 59% 30% 11%

Western Slope School District (February 2024) 55% 32% 13%

Western Slope School District (April 2024) 53% 36% 11%

Durango School District Image Rating Comparison
Do you have a favorable or unfavorable opinion of (school district)?
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Do you have a favorable or 
unfavorable opinion of the 
teachers who work for the 
Durango School District? 

Very & Somewhat Favorable 71%
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Durango School District Teacher Image Rating Comparison
Do you have a favorable or unfavorable opinion of the teachers 

who work for (school district)?

District Name
Total

Favorable
Total 

Unfavorable No Opinion

South Central School District (March 2024) 76% 11% 13%

El Paso County School District (April 2022) 75% 8% 17%

Durango School District 9-R (April 2024) 71% 10% 19%

Western Slope School District (April 2024) 70% 14% 16%

Western Slope School District (February 2024) 69% 14% 17%

Northern Front Range School District (March 2024) 66% 13% 21%

Central Front Range School District (March 2024) 66% 13% 21%

Magellan Statewide Education Survey (September 2023) 56% 21% 23%
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63%

19%

18%

Total Approve

Total Disapprove

No Opinion

Strongly Approve 23%

Somewhat Approve 40%

Strongly Disapprove 6%

Somewhat Disapprove 13%

Do you approve or 
disapprove of the job the 

Durango School District is 
doing educating students? 

62%

64%

56%

78%

55%

66%

67%

70%

64%

57%

58%

69%

23%

15%

20%

18%

30%

10%

17%

12%

22%

22%

20%

17%

15%

21%

24%

4%

15%

24%

16%

18%

14%

21%

22%

14%

Other

Durango

No DSD
Student

DSD Student

Republican

Democrat

Unaffiliated

65+

45-64

18-44

Men

Women

Total Approve Total Disapprove No Opinion
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District Name
Total

Approve
Total 

Disapprove
Unsure/

No Opinion

El Paso County School District (April 2022) 74% 12% 14%

Eastern Plains School District (August 2023) 73% 18% 9%

South Central School District 70 (March 2024) 71% 18% 11%

Northern Front Range School District (June 2022) 63% 21% 16%

Durango School District 9-R (April 2024) 63% 19% 18%

Central Front Range School District (March 2024) 58% 24% 18%

Northern Rural School District (July 2024) 56% 29% 15%

Northern Front Range School District (March 2024) 55% 29% 16%

Western Slope School District (April 2024) 51% 38% 11%

Western Slope School District (February 2024) 50% 35% 15%

Durango School District Job Approval Comparison 
Do you approve or disapprove of the job the (school district) 

is doing educating students?
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Yes, Probably 25%

No, Definitely Not 11%
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Do you think the Durango 
School District has the 

financial resources needed to 
provide students with a quality 

education? 
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Durango School District Financial Resources Comparison 
Do you think (school district) has the financial resources needed to provide 

students with a quality education?

District Name
Total
Yes

Total 
No No Opinion

Eastern Plains School District (August 2023) 59% 29% 12%

Western Slope School District (February 2024) 49% 39% 12%

Northern Front Range School District (March 2024) 49% 40% 11%

South Central Rural School District (March 2024) 48% 40% 12%

Western Slope School District (April 2024) 48% 43% 9%

Central Front Range School District (March 2024) 44% 44% 12%

Central Front Range School District (April 2024) 44% 35% 21%

Western Slope School District (June 2024) 40% 47% 13%

Durango School District 9-R (April 2024) 42% 41% 17%

Northern Rural School District (July 2024) 32% 60% 8%
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Do you agree or disagree with 
the following statement? “The 

Durango School District is 
fiscally responsible and spends 

taxpayer money wisely.” 
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Durango School District Fiscal Responsibility 
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? “The (school district) is 

fiscally responsible and spends taxpayer money wisely?”

District Name
Total
Agree

Total 
Disagree No Opinion

Eastern Plains School District (August 2023) 63% 24% 13%

South Central Rural School District (March 2024) 54% 26% 20%

Northern Front Range School District (June 2022) 54% 31% 15%

El Paso County School District (April 2022) 52% 27% 21%

Durango School District 9-R (April 2024) 51% 22% 27%

Central Front Range School District (March 2024) 46% 29% 25%

Western Slope School District (February 2024) 45% 34% 21%

Northern Front Range School District (March 2024) 43% 35% 22%

Western Slope School District (April 2024) 41% 41% 18%

Central Front Range School District (April 2024) 37% 27% 36%
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No Opinion
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Definitely Wrong Track 7%
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Do you think the Durango 
School District is heading 
in the right direction, or is 

it on the wrong track? 

52%

55%

48%

68%

40%

60%

59%

57%

56%

50%

49%

61%

26%

17%

21%

21%

37%

13%

17%

17%

25%

21%

25%

16%

22%

28%

31%

11%

23%

27%

24%

26%

19%

29%

26%

23%

Other

Durango
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Durango School District Track Comparison
Do you think the (school district) is heading in the right direction, or do 

you feel it is off on the wrong track?

District Name
Right 

Direction
Wrong 
Track No Opinion

Durango School District 9-R (April 2024) 54% 21% 25%

South Central Rural School District (March 2024) 53% 26% 21%

Central Front Range School District (March 2024) 45% 40% 25%

Northern Front Range School District (March 2024) 41% 36% 23%

Central Front Range School District (April 2024) 40% 28% 32%

Eastern Plains School District (August 2023) 39% 20% 41%

Western Slope School District (February 2024) 39% 41% 20%

Western Slope School District (April 2024) 37% 45% 18%

Northern Rural School District (July 2024) 32% 44% 24%
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Why 54% of Respondents Think the School 
District is Headed in the Right Direction

Commitment to Quality Education and Student Focus: Many responses highlight the district's 
focus on quality education and addressing individual student needs. Initiatives like the Portrait of a 
Graduate and enhanced curriculum that includes life skills education are often mentioned.

Innovative Programs and Facilities: Respondents are impressed with the introduction of new 
programs and facilities that cater to varied student interests and career paths. These include 
Career and Technical Education facilities, project-based learning environments, and STEM-focused 
programs.

Community and Teacher Engagement: There's a notable appreciation for the active involvement 
and dedication of teachers, even amidst challenges like inadequate pay. The community's spirit 
and the engagement of parents and staff are seen as vital to the district's direction.
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Why 21% of Respondents Feel the District is 
on the Wrong Track

Poor Resource Allocation and Management: There is concern about the mismanagement of funds and resources within the 
district. Criticisms include spending on unnecessary administrative positions and buildings, neglecting essential spending 
on teacher salaries and classroom resources, and a lack of investment in programs that directly benefit students.

Neglected Student Needs: Respondents feel that the district fails to adequately support "average" students, focusing 
disproportionately on either high-achieving or struggling students. There's also a perception of an inequitable distribution of 
attention and resources, not meeting the diverse needs of all students, especially those with special education needs.

Inadequate Communication and Engagement with Parents and Community: There is dissatisfaction with how the district 
communicates with and responds to parent and community concerns. This includes not listening to parental input and a 
perceived disconnect between school policies and community needs.

Curriculum and Instructional Issues: Many are concerned with the curriculum being either outdated or overly focused on 
non-academic issues, such as social politics and ideological agendas, at the expense of core academic skills and proper 
educational preparation.
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Please indicate the importance of the following school attributes and 
characteristics in developing great schools (Percent Very & Somewhat Important) 

97%

97%

97%

98%

99%

Teaching basic subjects like reading, math, and 
writing

Attracting and retaining high-quality teachers

Teaching collaboration, critical thinking, and problem-
solving skills

A safe and secure learning environment

Very Important: 92%

Very Important: 91%

Very Important: 89%

Very Important: 87%

Very Important: 76%Having excellent teacher-parent communication
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91%

92%

95%

95%

96%

Having small class sizes and student-to-teacher ratios

Offering students Career Technical Education (CTE) 
programs to prepare them for a job right after high school 

and give them an advantage as they pursue post-secondary 
education.

Providing work-based learning opportunities for  students, 
like internships and job shadowing

Very Important: 72%

Very Important: 70%

Very Important: 65%

Very Important: 61%

Very Important: 78%

Offering advanced science, technology, engineering, and 
math (STEM) classes and programs

A welcoming environment for all students with different 
backgrounds

Please indicate the importance of the following school attributes and 
characteristics in developing great schools (Percent Very & Somewhat Important) 
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79%

83%

91%

91%

A modern building equipped with state-of-the-art 
technology

Offering competitive individual and team sports 
and athletics

Providing students opportunities to learn outside 
the traditional classroom, like field trips and 

outdoor education

Very Important: 69%

Very Important: 57%

Very Important: 38%

Very Important: 39%

Providing music, visual arts, performing arts, and 
other creative offerings 

Please indicate the importance of the following school attributes and 
characteristics in developing great schools (Percent Very & Somewhat Important) 
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Neighborhood
Public School

Charter School Private School Homeschool Another kind of
school

73%

11%

7% 5% 4%

Does your student attend:
[Asked of 624 respondents who answered that they had students] 

Survey Demographics
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18-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+

23%

17%
15%

18%

27%

Gender

Marital StatusAge Range

White Hispanic Two or
More

Asian Black/
African

American

American
Indian/
Alaska
Native

Native
Hawaiian

Other Prefer Not
to Say

74%

9%
2% 1% 1% 5%

1%
7%

0%

Race 

Survey Demographics

63% 30%

7%

Married Single Prefer Not to Say

49%

48%

Female Male Identify Differently Prefer Not to Say
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Rent Own Other Prefer Not
to Say

31%

63%

2% 4%

Less $30K $30K to
$49,999

$50K to
$74,999

$75K to
$99,999

$100K to
$125,999

$125K to
$149,999

More than
$150K

Prefer Not
to Say

9% 9%

14%
12%

10%

8%

20%
18%

Rent vs. Own

Income

Survey Demographics

Party Affiliation

31%

38%

20%

10%

Democat Unaffiliated
Republican Other
Prefer Not to Say
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Yes Student
elsewhere

No Prefer Not to
Say

30%

5%

56%

9%

Are you a parent or guardian of a student attending 
school in Durango School District? 



Survey Demographics

Location

10%
1% 1% 3% 4%

7% 7% 8% 8%

51%
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Early
Childhood -

Daycare

Preschool K to 5th
Grade

6th to 8th
Grade

9th to 12th
Grade

Prefer not
to say

5%
10%

41%

19%
22%

3%

Please answer the following question regarding the youngest 
student in your household. What grade is your student in this 
school year? [Asked of 624 respondents what have students]



Magellan Strategies

4800 Aspen Creek Drive

Broomfield, CO 80023

MagellanStrategies.com

(303) 861-8585
____________________________

David Flaherty | Ryan Winger
Courtney Sievers
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