
City of Evans 
Ballot Measure 

Survey

March 2025



Methodology
Magellan Strategies is pleased to present the 
results of an online survey of 379 voters in 
the City of Evans from March 4th – 23rd, 2025.

The overall survey responses have a margin 
of error of +/- 4.96% at the 95% confidence 
interval. Population subgroups will have a 
higher margin of error than the overall 
sample. 

The survey results were weighted to be 
representative of likely odd election-year 
turnout in Evans.
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City of Evans Voter Registration and Past Turnout 
Demographics
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Survey
Objectives

➢ The primary objective of this survey 
was to measure voter support and 
opposition for an 11.964-mill property 
tax increase to generate additional 
revenue for the City of Evans.

➢ The survey educated respondents 
about the needs the City.

➢ The survey also measured the city’s job 
approval, voter perception of the city’s 
financial resources, and whether they 
agree that the city is fiscally 
responsible.
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Do you approve or disapprove of 
the job the City of Evans is doing 
providing services and programs 

to residents?
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Strongly Approve 18%

Somewhat Approve 53%

Strongly Disapprove 6%

Somewhat Disapprove 11%



Do you agree or disagree with the 
following statement? 

“The City of Evans is fiscally 
responsible and spends taxpayer 

money wisely.”
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Strongly Agree 17%

Somewhat Agree 39%

Strongly Disagree 11%

Somewhat Disagree 16%



Do you think the City of Evans has 
the financial resources to provide 

residents with an acceptable level of 
services and programs?
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Yes, Definitely 16%

Yes, Probably 44%

No, Definitely Not 5%

No, Probably Not 21%



What do you think is a fair amount of property taxes 
an Evans homeowner should pay annually for an 
acceptable level of city services and programs?
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Less Than $100 $100 to $199 $200 to $299 $300 to $399 $400 to $499 More Than $500 No Opinion
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35%
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Strongly Support 9%

Somewhat Support 27%

Strongly Oppose 40%

Somewhat Oppose 18%

Generally speaking, would you 
support or oppose a modest property 

tax increase to generate additional 
funding for city services and 

programs?



Top Issues or Problems for the City of Evans to Address
Roads and Infrastructure: By far the most common concern is the condition of streets (potholes, cracks, dirt roads), ongoing or poorly 
coordinated construction, the need for better snowplowing, street lighting, and sidewalk maintenance. Many respondents mention 
feeling frustrated that roads in disrepair remain neglected even after sales tax measures were intended to fund improvements.

High Water and Utility Costs: A large portion of respondents call out rising or disproportionately high water and sewer bills. They cite 
frustration over paying for non-potable water year-round when it is only used seasonally, the cost of water treatment projects, and 
confusion about surcharges and fees passed on to residents. Many feel these escalating utility expenses are particularly burdensome 
for seniors and those on fixed incomes.

Crime, Public Safety, and Code Enforcement: Concerns about crime (car thefts, speeding, gang activity), homelessness, and 
insufficient police presence appear frequently. Alongside these safety issues, residents highlight the lack of strong code enforcement—
especially regarding abandoned or rundown properties, junk cars, and parking violations—and believe a more consistent response from 
both police and city officials is needed.

Property Taxes and General Affordability: Numerous respondents note that property taxes, homeowners insurance, and other costs of 
living have risen sharply. Several express fear of being “taxed out” of their homes or having to leave the area to find more affordable 
living situations. They are wary of any further tax increases unless there is clear evidence those funds will be used effectively.

Economic Development and “Downtown” Identity: Many residents feel Evans lacks a clear city center or “downtown” identity and 
underperforms in attracting diverse businesses or amenities. They point out the shortage of dining and shopping options, limited 
recreational facilities (e.g., no large rec center or pool), and missed opportunities for a cohesive gathering place. Respondents want to 
see more thoughtful development that draws people to spend time and money locally, builds community pride, and offers broader 
services for families and youth.
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Please rate the quality of each of the following city services
(Ranked by Excellent & Good Combined)
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Uninformed
11.964-Mill 

Property Tax 
Increase

Ballot Test

Before we continue, it is important to understand that the 
city has not decided whether to place a tax ballot measure 
before voters this November. Your honest responses to the 
following questions will help the city make that decision. 

In addition, we want you to know that the city does not want 
to raise anyone’s taxes. However, the rising cost of 
providing services and the amount of revenue the city 
receives compels city leadership to discuss this with the 
Evans community. Let’s continue the survey now… 

Unfortunately, the current operating budget and annual 
revenue the city receives are insufficient to meet the costs 
of providing services. Therefore, the city is considering a 
potential tax ballot measure seeking voter approval this 
November.  
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Uninformed
11.964-Mill 

Property Tax 
Increase

Ballot Test

Following is the ballot language of the potential ballot measure. After reading it, 

please indicate if you would vote yes and approve it or vote no and reject it.

SHALL CITY OF EVANS TAXES BE INCREASED $2,989,831 ANNUALLY 

BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2026,  OR BY SUCH AMOUNT AS MAY BE RAISED, BY 

INCREASING THE CITY’S PROPERTY TAX RATE BY AN ADDITIONAL 11.964 

MILLS, FOR THE PURPOSES OF PROVIDING SERVICES FOR THE RESIDENTS, 

PROPERTY OWNERS, AND BUSINESSES SERVED BY THE CITY, INCLUDING:

● PUBLIC SAFETY AND POLICE

● INFRASTRUCTURE MAINTENANCE

● COMMUNITY BEAUTIFICATION

● ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

AND SHALL ALL REVENUE AND ANY EARNINGS ON THIS TAX CONSTITUTE A 
PERMANENT VOTER-APPROVED REVENUE CHANGE WITHIN THE MEANING OF 
ARTICLE X, SECTION 20 OF THE COLORADO CONSTITUTION AND AN 
EXCEPTION TO THE LIMITATIONS SET FORTH IN SECTION 29-1-301 OF THE 
COLORADO REVISED STATUES, AND ANY OTHER LAW? 
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Uninformed 
11.964-Mill Ballot Test
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After reading the ballot language, 
please indicate if you would vote yes 

and approve it or vote no and reject it.
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Information 
Questions We will now share information about the 

reasons why the city is considering a ballot 
measure to generate additional funding for 
services and programs. 

After reading the information, please 
indicate if you are more likely to vote yes 
and approve the ballot measure or if you 
are more likely to vote no and reject it.
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22%

22%

52%

57%

Total More Likely

Much More Likely

City of Evans Information Questions
Ranked by Much More Likely to Approve
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The cost of ongoing city street and road maintenance and 
improvements is expensive. Four additional mills would generate 
an additional $1 million annually and go a long way in addressing 
this essential need. 

Increasing the city’s mill levy by one mill would generate about 
$250,000 in additional revenue for city services. To put this in 
perspective, a 0.50 mill increase would allow the city to hire an 
additional police officer. Knowing this, are you: 
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21%
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Much More Likely

City of Evans Information Questions
Ranked by Much More Likely to Approve

17

To put things in perspective, the average homeowner pays $75.10 a year 
or $6.26 a month in property taxes in return for a wide array of essential 
city services and programs. This monthly amount is less than the cost of 
a Chick-fil-A Sandwich Meal for $10.58. 

The City of Evans has the lowest mill levy among all municipalities in 
Weld County. Although this is a great example of respecting taxpayers 
and spending resources wisely, the cost of providing services due to 
inflation and time has grown significantly, and new revenue is needed to 
maintain an acceptable level of services. 
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The following table shows the annual amount an Evans homeowner pays 
in property taxes to seven entities for a home valued at $372,000. As you 
can see, the city receives less than $100 a year from each household. 

In 2025, the city will collect about $883,000 in property tax revenue from 
homeowners. Property tax revenue paid to the city is partially determined 
by the number of mills on a homeowner’s annual tax bill. Currently, the 
number of mills is 3.536, which comes to $75.10 annually. In other words, 
the average homeowner’s annual property tax bill of $75.10 funds all city 
services and programs.
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City of Evans Information Questions
Ranked by Much More Likely to Approve
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The following image shows how the city allocates the average 
homeowner’s $75.10 annual property tax payment toward 
services and programs.
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Ranked by Much More Likely to Approve
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Some residents believe the City of Evans receives a significant portion of 
all property taxes paid. However, that is just not true. In fact, less than 4% 
of all property taxes paid by homeowners go to the city. The following 
image shows the allocation of all property taxes paid by Evans residents. 
For clarification, District 6 refers to Greeley-Evans School District 6.
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Ranked by Much More Likely to Approve
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As you may know, the city’s property tax revenue was significantly higher 
from 1988 to 2011. During that time, the mill levy ranged from 11.139 to 
13.536. However, in 2012, the city’s fire department became the Evans 
Fire Protection District. 

When voters approved the new fire district, 10 mills from the city’s 13.536 
mills were allocated to help fund the new district. That reduced the city’s 
13.536 mills to 3.536 mills. Therefore, the city has provided essential 
municipal services to the citizens of Evans for the past 12 years on 
property tax revenue generated from just 3.536 mills AND continued to 
pay the fire district approximately $7 million for fire services pursuant to 
Intergovernmental Service Agreements in addition to the fire district’s 
15.500 mill levy.
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12%

48%

Total More Likely

Much More Likely

City of Evans Information Questions
Ranked by Much More Likely to Approve
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The City of Evans annual revenue for the past few years is about $19.5 
million, with different taxes generating 73% of that revenue. Sales taxes 
make up 59% of all tax revenue, while property taxes make up just 5%. 

The city’s reliance on sales tax revenue for a large portion of the city 
budget is not sustainable. Any economic downturns and a decline in 
sales tax revenue will easily disrupt the city’s ability to provide an 
acceptable level of services to residents.
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Informed
11.964-Mill 

Property Tax 
Increase

Ballot Test

Thank you for learning why the City of Evans is considering a potential property tax 
ballot measure to generate additional funding for city services, programs, and 
projects. We ask you to read the following ballot language again and indicate if you 
would vote yes and approve the ballot measure or if you would vote no and reject it. 

SHALL CITY OF EVANS TAXES BE INCREASED $2,989,831 ANNUALLY 

BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2026,  OR BY SUCH AMOUNT AS MAY BE RAISED, BY 

INCREASING THE CITY’S PROPERTY TAX RATE BY AN ADDITIONAL 11.964 

MILLS, FOR THE PURPOSES OF PROVIDING SERVICES FOR THE RESIDENTS, 

PROPERTY OWNERS, AND BUSINESSES SERVED BY THE CITY, INCLUDING:

● PUBLIC SAFETY AND POLICE

● INFRASTRUCTURE MAINTENANCE

● COMMUNITY BEAUTIFICATION

● ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

AND SHALL ALL REVENUE AND ANY EARNINGS ON THIS TAX CONSTITUTE A 
PERMANENT VOTER-APPROVED REVENUE CHANGE WITHIN THE MEANING OF 
ARTICLE X, SECTION 20 OF THE COLORADO CONSTITUTION AND AN EXCEPTION TO 
THE LIMITATIONS SET FORTH IN SECTION 29-1-301 OF THE COLORADO REVISED 
STATUES, AND ANY OTHER LAW? 
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46%

39%

15%

Total Yes

Total No

Undecided

Definitely Yes, Approve 12%

Probably Yes, Approve 34%

Definitely No, Reject 23%

Probably No, Reject 16%
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Informed 
11.964-Mill Ballot Test

After reading the ballot language, 
please indicate if you would vote yes 

and approve it or vote no and reject it.
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City of Evans 11.964-Mill Increase Ballot Measure
Change in Yes % from Uninformed to Informed by Voter Subgroup

All Men Women 18-44 45-64 65+ Dem Unaf Rep

Difference +11 +5 +15 +8 +7 +17 +11 +12 +10

Informed 46% 35% 55% 41% 42% 54% 66% 42% 38%

Uninformed 35% 30% 40% 33% 35% 37% 55% 30% 28%
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All Rent Own
Less 
$75K

More 
$75K Ward 1 Ward 2 Ward 3

Difference +11 +5 +13 +8 +14 +11 +11 +11

Informed 46% 61% 43% 50% 48% 50% 45% 44%

Uninformed 35% 56% 30% 42% 34% 39% 34% 33%
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City of Evans 11.964-Mill Increase Ballot Measure
Change in Yes % from Uninformed to Informed by Voter Subgroup



Why 46% of Respondents Would Vote Yes on an 
11.964-Mill Property Tax Increase

Investing in Essential Services and Infrastructure: Many respondents acknowledge that running a city effectively requires adequate 
funding—particularly to maintain roads, repair infrastructure, ensure reliable fire protection, and strengthen police services. They see a 
modest tax increase as necessary to catch up on deferred maintenance and deliver the high-quality services residents expect.

Enhancing Quality of Life and Community Appeal: People want to live in a city that looks good, feels safe, and offers amenities and 
programs. They believe that targeted spending on beautification (e.g., landscaping, streetscaping), parks, and public improvements 
fosters a sense of pride in Evans and helps reverse any “bad reputation” the city may have compared to surrounding communities.

Supporting Growth and Future Development: With Evans rapidly expanding, several respondents feel new funding is vital to keep pace 
with increasing population demands. They cite the need for more businesses, modernized facilities (like rec centers and schools), and 
overall economic development to ensure Evans is sustainable and appealing for years to come.

Understanding that Taxes Are Necessary: While no one enjoys paying higher taxes, there is an acknowledgment that taxes fund the 
public good. Respondents see this as part of their civic duty to help Evans function effectively and improve services—especially if the 
city demonstrates transparency about how those funds are used.

Willingness to Contribute for Tangible Benefits: Many note they would vote “yes” if the city can show a clear plan for allocating the 
additional revenue—prioritizing roads, safety, and visible improvements in older neighborhoods. They express a willingness to pay more 
if they are confident, it will be spent responsibly and lead to real, measurable benefits for the community.
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Why 39% of Respondents Would Vote No on an 
11.964-Mill Property Tax Increase

Financial Hardship and Rising Costs: Many cite being on a fixed or limited income (particularly seniors) and already struggling with 
inflation, high property taxes, and day-to-day expenses. They fear that any additional tax burden could push them over the edge 
financially.

Distrust of Government Spending and Transparency: A recurring concern is that the City mismanages current funds or allocates them 
to large salaries, unnecessary projects, or unneeded police spending. Respondents want to see proof that existing revenue is spent 
responsibly—and want detailed, specific plans for exactly where new tax dollars would go.

Preference for Business Development Over Tax Hikes: Several feel the City should recruit more businesses and boost sales tax 
revenues instead of raising residential or commercial property taxes. They argue that run-down highway corridors, slow inspection 
processes, and vacant lots discourage new companies and job growth—problems that should be addressed before asking residents for 
more money.

Desire for Cutting or Reallocating Existing Budgets: There is a strong sentiment that the City should “tighten its belt,” reduce waste, 
and redirect current funds from lower-priority areas. Many believe government, including police and fire mill levies, is overfunded or 
misaligned, and that better internal budgeting should come before increasing taxes.

Lack of Clarity or Justification for a Large Increase: The scale of the proposed tax hike (e.g., jumping by the equivalent of 11 mills) 
strikes many as too big. They want a clearer explanation of how the figure was determined, how the money will directly benefit them, 
and why smaller or phased-in increases aren’t being considered—especially amid uncertain economic conditions.
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53% 47%

Female Male

Gender

Party Affiliation

Survey Demographics

40%

35%

24%

1%

Unaffiliated Republican Democrat Other
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18-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+

18%
15% 15% 18%

34%

Age Range



35%

65%

Yes No

4-Year Degree

Race/Ethnicity

Survey Demographics

60% 30%

10%

White Hispanic or Latino/a Other
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Less 1
Yr

1-2 Yrs 2-5 Yrs 6-10 Yrs 11-20
Yrs

20+ Yrs Prefer
Not to

Say

3% 7%

25%
29%

16% 19%
1%

Tenure in Evans

Ward

27%

34%

39%

Ward 1 Ward 2 Ward 3



Rent Own Other Prefer Not to
Say

21%

74%

1% 4%

Less $50K $50K to
$74,999

$75K to
$99,999

$100K to
$149,999

$150K to
$199,999

More than
$200K

Prefer Not
to Say

23%
21% 19%

14%

9%

2%

12%

Rent or Own Income

Survey Demographics
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Magellan Strategies

4800 Aspen Creek Drive

Broomfield, CO 80023
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(303) 861-8585

____________________________

David Flaherty | Ryan Winger
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