
City of Lafayette

Ballot Measure 
Survey

April 2025



Methodology Magellan Strategies is pleased to present 
the results of a survey of 788 registered 
voters in Lafayette, CO. The interviews 
were conducted from April 8th to 22nd, 
2025.

The overall survey responses have a 
margin of error of ±3.43 % at a 95% 
confidence interval. Population subgroups 
will have a higher margin of error than the 
overall sample.

The survey data were weighted to 
represent the turnout demographics of an 
odd-year election year in Lafayette.
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City of Lafayette
Voter Registration and Past Turnout Demographics
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City of 
Lafayette 

Survey Areas
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79%8%

13%

Total Approve

Total Disapprove

No Opinion

Strongly Approve 27%

Somewhat Approve 52%

Strongly Disapprove 2%

Somewhat Disapprove 6%

Do you approve or disapprove 
of the job the City of Lafayette 
is doing in providing services 
and programs to residents?

81%

80%

78%

82%

59%

79%

79%

77%

80%

79%

79%

7%

8%

7%

4%

28%

8%

8%

13%

3%

10%

6%

12%

12%

15%

14%

13%

13%

13%

10%

17%

11%

15%

More $150K

$75K-$150K

Less $75K

Democrat

Republican

Unaffiliated

65+

45-64

18-44

Men

Women

Total Approve Total Disapprove No Opinion
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59%

14%

27%

Total Agree

Total Disagree

No Opinion

Strongly Agree 21%

Somewhat Agree 38%

Strongly Disagree 5%

Somewhat Disagree 9%

Do you agree or disagree with the 
following statement? 

The City of Lafayette is fiscally 
responsible and spends taxpayer 

money wisely.

63%

58%

59%

66%

39%

55%

68%

57%

53%

61%

57%

13%

18%

9%

8%

42%

14%

11%

20%

9%

13%

14%

24%

24%

32%

26%

19%

31%

21%

23%

38%

26%

29%

More $150K

$75K-$150K

Less $75K

Democrat

Republican

Unaffiliated

65+

45-64

18-44

Men

Women

Total Agree Total Disagree No Opinion
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61%

19%

20%

Total Yes

Total No

No Opinion

Yes, Definitely 13%

Yes, Probably 48%

No, Definitely Not 1%

No, Probably Not 18%

Do you think the City of Lafyette has 
the financial resources needed to 

provide residents with an acceptable 
level of services and programs?

66%

58%

56%

63%

60%

59%

64%

57%

62%

64%

59%

18%

18%

24%

18%

28%

19%

18%

23%

17%

19%

19%

16%

24%

20%

19%

12%

22%

18%

20%

21%

17%

22%

More $150K

$75K-$150K

Less $75K

Democrat

Republican

Unaffiliated

65+

45-64

18-44

Men

Women

Total Yes Total No No Opinion
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67%

17%

16%

Total Right Direction

Total Wrong Track

No Opinion

Definitely Right Direction 14%

Probably Right Direction 53%

Definitely Wrong Track 5%

Probably Wrong Track 12%

Do you think the City of Lafayette 
is heading in the right direction, 

or do you feel it is on the 
wrong track?

71%

66%

68%

75%

43%

64%

64%

63%

76%

69%

67%

18%

17%

10%

31%

20%

15%

23%

11%

18%

15%

10%

17%

22%

14%

26%

16%

21%

14%

13%

13%

18%

More $150K

$75K-$150K

Less $75K

Democrat

Republican

Unaffiliated

65+

45-64

18-44

Men

Women

Total Right Direction Total Wrong Track No Opinion
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Why 67% of respondents think the City of Lafayette is headed 
in the right direction
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Infrastructure & facility upgrades: Visible work on roads, sidewalks and South Boulder Road, plans or 
progress on a new/expanded rec center, park and trail improvements, open-space protection, better 
lighting and streetscape cleanup.

Vibrant downtown, arts & community events: Revitalization of South Public Road/Old Town, new 
restaurants and shops, Art Night Out, festivals, farmers market, public art and sculpture walks that keep the 
small-town “vibe” alive while adding things to do. 

Strong city services and engagement: Well-run library, rec and senior programs, composting and 
sustainability rebates, helpful city staff, clear communications (website, newsletter, surveys) and regular 
chances for residents to give feedback. 

Inclusive growth, affordability & overall quality of life: Efforts to balance growth with character—
affordable/low-income housing projects, support for small businesses, diversity and equity programs—
while maintaining a safe, clean city with relatively low crime and a friendly community feel.
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Run-away growth & high-density development: Too many apartments and housing projects, shrinking lot 
sizes, loss of open space and farmland, fear of population growing too fast, and zoning that erodes the 
small-town character. 

Infrastructure can’t keep up: Pothole-filled roads, years-long construction on South Boulder Rd., worsening 
traffic on Baseline/Arapahoe/287, limited parking, strained water supply and soaring water rates, aging Rec 
Center and pool, and worries about wildfire evacuation capacity. 

Economic drift & vacant commercial space: Closure or move of key retailers (King Soopers, Chase), empty 
storefronts on Public Rd. and Baseline, landlords sitting on vacancies, perception that the city too often 
chases big projects while neglecting small, locally owned businesses and downtown revitalization. 

Rising costs & questionable fiscal priorities: Sharp jumps in utility bills and taxes, belief that money goes 
to is often diverted from basic services (roads, police, parks) toward other priorities, and frustration that 
residents—not developers—are footing the bill for growth. 

Why 17% of respondents feel the City of Lafayette is off 
on the wrong track



Respondent 
Information

Before we proceed, it’s important to know that the City of Lafayette 
has not decided whether to place a ballot measure related to capital 
projects before voters this November. However, your participation in 
this survey and your honest responses will influence those decisions. 

The City has a variety of capital assets that have exceeded their 
useful lives. To continue providing Lafayette’s quality community 
amenities and services to residents, staff have undertaken a variety of 
initiatives to plan for the future of the Bob Burger Recreation Center, 
City Hall, and the Parks/Public Works Service Center, all of which are 
experiencing operational and space deficiencies due to their age. 

Because of the large one-time costs associated with the construction 
or renovation of these assets, debt financing is necessary if the City 
intends to advance some or all of the projects. In order to generate 
revenue to support debt financing for these projects, the City is 
considering two different options, only one of which may be included 
on the November ballot: An increased sales and use tax or a property 
tax (mill levy). This survey will ask about both options. Now, let’s 
continue with the survey. 
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Respondent 
Information

The City of Lafayette is considering 
the following bond measure this 
November, which would generate 
additional revenue through a 
property tax increase. 

Please read the ballot language and 
indicate if you would vote yes and 
approve it or vote no and reject it. 
The bond measure reads as 
follows: 
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Uninformed 
Bond Measure 
Property Tax 

Increase

SHALL THE CITY OF LAFAYETTE DEBT BE INCREASED $74 MILLION, WITH A REPAYMENT COST NOT 

TO EXCEED $120 MILLION (PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST), AND SHALL CITY PROPERTY TAXES BE 

INCREASED NOT MORE THAN $6 MILLION ANNUALLY TO PAY SUCH DEBT, FOR THE FOLLOWING:

● A RENOVATION AND EXPANSION OF BOB L. BURGER RECREATION CENTER, INCLUDING 

ENHANCED AND EXPANDED AQUATICS AMENITIES, EXPANDED SPACE FOR FITNESS AND 

OLDER ADULTS SERVICES, AND PROGRAMMING FOR COMMUNITY MEMBERS OF ALL AGES;

● A NEW CIVIC CENTER TO REPLACE THE EXISTING CITY HALL, TO PROVIDE MORE ACCESSIBLE 

PUBLIC SERVICES, MUNICIPAL COURT, COMMUNITY SPACES, AND SPACE TO SUPPORT CITY 

SERVICES;

● A RENOVATION OF THE EXISTING PARKS/PUBLIC WORKS SERVICE CENTER TO IMPROVE THE 

EFFICIENCY, DELIVERY, AND SUSTAINABILITY OF KEY CITY SERVICES, INCLUDING SNOW 

PLOWING, UTILITY REPAIRS, AND MAINTENANCE OF OUR PARKS, STREETS, AND OPEN SPACES.

AND SHALL THE MILL LEVY BE IMPOSED IN ANY YEAR WITHOUT LIMITATION AS TO RATE BUT ONLY 

IN AN AMOUNT SUFFICIENT TO PAY THE PRINCIPAL OF, PREMIUM, IF ANY, AND INTEREST ON SUCH 

DEBT OR ANY REFUNDING DEBT (OR TO CREATE A RESERVE FOR SUCH PAYMENT); SUCH DEBT TO 

BE EVIDENCED BY THE ISSUANCE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS TO BE SOLD IN ONE SERIES OR 

MORE, FOR A PRICE ABOVE OR BELOW THE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF SUCH SERIES, ON TERMS AND 

CONDITIONS AND WITH SUCH MATURITIES AS PERMITTED BY LAW, INCLUDING PROVISIONS FOR 

REDEMPTION OF THE BONDS PRIOR TO MATURITY WITH OR WITHOUT PAYMENT OF PREMIUM NOT 

TO EXCEED ONE PERCENT; AND SHALL THE PROCEEDS OF SUCH DEBT, REFUNDING DEBT, AND 

RESERVES AND THE REVENUES FROM SUCH TAXES AND ANY INVESTMENT INCOME EARNED FROM 

SUCH PROCEEDS AND REVENUES BE COLLECTED AND SPENT WITHOUT LIMITATION OR CONDITION 

AS A VOTER-APPROVED REVENUE CHANGE UNDER SECTION 20 OF ARTICLE X OF THE COLORADO 

CONSTITUTION? 
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53%

39%

8%

Total Yes, Approve

Total No, Reject

Undecided

Definitely Yes 21%

Probably Yes 32%

Definitely No 18%

Probably No 21%

Uninformed Bond Measure – 
Property Tax Increase

Now that you’ve read the ballot language, if 
an election were held today, would you vote 

yes to approve it, or would you vote no 
to reject it? 

58%

46%

65%

65%

33%

43%

50%

47%

63%

53%

53%

36%

45%

26%

26%

64%

49%

41%

45%

30%

41%

37%

6%

9%

8%

9%

8%

6%

10%

More $150K

$75K-$150K

Less $75K

Democrat

Republican

Unaffiliated

65+

45-64

18-44

Men

Women

Total Yes, Approve Total No, Reject Undecided
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53%

39%

8%

Total Yes, Approve

Total No, Reject

Undecided

Definitely Yes 21%

Probably Yes 32%

Definitely No 18%

Probably No 21%

Uninformed Bond Measure – 
Property Tax Increase

Now that you’ve read the ballot language, if 
an election were held today, would you vote 

yes to approve it, or would you vote no 
to reject it? 

58%

57%

58%

53%

52%

44%

35%

35%

33%

41%

38%

48%

7%

9%

8%

Area 6
(East/South)

Area 5
(West/South)

Area 4
(East/Btwn)

Area 3
(West/Btwn)

Area 2
(East/North)

Area 1
(West/North)

Total Yes, Approve Total No, Reject Undecided
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Respondent 
Information

Another option being considered is 
the following bond measure, which 
would generate additional revenue 
through a sales and use tax increase. 

Please read the following ballot 
language and indicate if you would 
vote yes and approve it or vote no 
and reject it. The ballot measure 
reads as follows: 
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Uninformed 
Bond Measure 

Sales Tax 
Increase

SHALL CITY OF LAFAYETTE DEBT BE INCREASED $74 MILLION, WITH A TOTAL REPAYMENT COST 
NOT TO EXCEED $120 MILLION (PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST) FOR THE PURPOSE OF FINANCING 
CAPITAL PROJECTS FOR THE CITY, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO:

● A RENOVATION AND EXPANSION OF BOB L. BURGER RECREATION CENTER, INCLUDING 
ENHANCED AND EXPANDED AQUATICS AMENITIES, EXPANDED SPACE FOR FITNESS AND 
OLDER ADULTS SERVICES, AND PROGRAMMING FOR COMMUNITY MEMBERS OF ALL AGES;

● A NEW CIVIC CENTER TO REPLACE THE EXISTING CITY HALL, TO PROVIDE MORE ACCESSIBLE 
PUBLIC SERVICES, MUNICIPAL COURT, COMMUNITY SPACES, AND SPACE TO SUPPORT CITY 
SERVICES;

● A RENOVATION OF THE EXISTING PARKS/PUBLIC WORKS SERVICE CENTER TO IMPROVE THE 
EFFICIENCY, DELIVERY, AND SUSTAINABILITY OF KEY CITY SERVICES, INCLUDING SNOW 
PLOWING, UTILITY REPAIRS, AND MAINTENANCE OF OUR PARKS, STREETS, AND OPEN SPACES.

AND SHALL CITY TAXES BE INCREASED $6 MILLION IN THE FIRST FULL FISCAL YEAR AND BY SUCH 
ADDITIONAL AMOUNTS AS ARE GENERATED ANNUALLY THEREAFTER FROM THE IMPOSITION OF AN 
ADDITIONAL SALES AND USE TAX OF 0.85%; SUCH TAX INCREASE TO BEGIN ON JANUARY 1, 2026, 
AND CONTINUE SO LONG AS THE DEBT ISSUED PURSUANT TO THIS QUESTION REMAINS 
OUTSTANDING, BUT IN NO EVENT BEYOND DECEMBER 31, 2049; WHICH TAX REVENUES WILL BE 
USED FOR THE PAYMENT OF THE DEBT AUTHORIZED BY THIS QUESTION AND FOR THE 
CONSTRUCTION, OPERATION, AND MAINTENANCE OF CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS OF THE CITY; AND 
MAY THE DEBT ISSUED PURSUANT TO THIS QUESTION BE PAID FROM SUCH LEGALLY AVAILABLE 
REVENUES, BEAR INTEREST, AND BE SOLD IN ONE SERIES OR MORE AT A PRICE ABOVE, BELOW, OR 
EQUAL TO THE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF SUCH DEBT AND WITH SUCH TERMS AND CONDITIONS, 
INCLUDING PROVISIONS FOR REDEMPTION PRIOR TO MATURITY WITH OR WITHOUT PAYMENT OF 
PREMIUM NOT TO EXCEED ONE PERCENT, ALL AS THE CITY COUNCIL MAY DETERMINE; AND SHALL 
THE PROCEEDS FROM SUCH TAX AND DEBT PROCEEDS AND ANY INVESTMENT INCOME EARNED 
FROM SUCH PROCEEDS BE COLLECTED AND SPENT AS A VOTER-APPROVED REVENUE CHANGE 
UNDER SECTION 20 OF ARTICLE X OF THE COLORADO CONSTITUTION?
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56%

34%

10%

Total Yes, Approve

Total No, Reject

Undecided

Definitely Yes 20%

Probably Yes 36%

Definitely No 17%

Probably No 17%

Uninformed Bond Measure – 
Sales Tax Increase

Now that you’ve read the ballot language, if 
an election were held today, would you vote 

yes to approve it, or would you vote no 
to reject it? 

62%

52%

63%

67%

36%

48%

53%

57%

58%

58%

55%

32%

37%

27%

23%

55%

42%

33%

36%

34%

34%

34%

6%

10%

10%

14%

7%

8%

11%

More $150K

$75K-$150K

Less $75K

Democrat

Republican

Unaffiliated

65+

45-64

18-44

Men

Women

Total Yes, Approve Total No, Reject Undecided
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56%

34%

10%

Total Yes, Approve

Total No, Reject

Undecided

Definitely Yes 20%

Probably Yes 36%

Definitely No 17%

Probably No 17%

Uninformed Bond Measure – 
Sales Tax Increase

Now that you’ve read the ballot language, if 
an election were held today, would you vote 

yes to approve it, or would you vote no 
to reject it? 
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59%

58%

57%

57%

60%

54%

37%

32%

31%

33%

31%

36%

4%

12%

10%

Area 6
(East/South)

Area 5
(West/South)

Area 4
(East/Btwn)

Area 3
(West/Btwn)

Area 2
(East/North)

Area 1
(West/North)

Total Yes, Approve Total No, Reject Undecided



Information 
Questions

We will now share information about why 
the City of Lafayette is considering a 
bond measure for these three capital 
projects. 

After reading the information, please 
indicate if you are more likely to vote yes 
and approve a bond measure or if you are 
more likely to vote no and reject it. Let’s 
get started: 
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81%
13%

6%

Total More Likely to Approve
Total More Likely to Reject
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Built in 1990, the indoor aquatics complex at Bob L. Burger Recreation Center 
is failing due to the nature of its 35-year life span. Summer 2024 experienced a 
six-month closure due to pipe failures and leaks, leaving swimmers without an 
indoor option. 

The Lazy River no longer provides a current to glide users along in the water 
due to a mechanical failure and cost-prohibitive system repair. The large indoor 
slide has deteriorated to the point that it can no longer be repaired and is cost-
prohibitive to replace without a significant budget allocation. It is currently 
closed to public use. Knowing this information, are you: 

City of Lafayette Ballot Measure Survey
Information Questions – Recreation Center



77%

78%

14%

15%

9%

7%

Total More Likely to Approve
Total More Likely to Reject
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The proposed design for the recreation center would be to replace and expand 
the entire aquatics area, install a new larger slide, a warm water pool allowing 
the potential for therapeutic aquatics, an indoor whirlpool, and a larger lap pool. 
The expansion would also allow for more workout space, fitness class space, 
active adult/senior programs, preschool and after-school programming, and 
meeting and community space. Below are renderings of the new lap pool, 
leisure pool, and lazy river. Knowing this information, are you: 

City of Lafayette Ballot Measure Survey
Information Questions – Recreation Center

Other recreation centers in the area have experienced new or modernized 
facilities. At the same time, the Bob Burger Recreation Center has seen little to 
no new amenities and services since its construction in 1990. Knowing this 
information, are you: 



76%
14%

10%

Total More Likely to Approve
Total More Likely to Reject
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The renovation and expansion of the City Service Center would provide the following 
benefits:

● Enlarge fleet bay areas to accommodate fire engines, snowplows and large 

equipment to reduce City vehicle down time for maintenance and repairs.

● Update electrical system to provide electrification for electric vehicle (EV) 

chargers, diagnostic equipment, HVAC, lighting, and additional technology.

● Modernize basic workspaces and expand personnel areas such as showers, 

bathrooms, and cleaning stations for staff working in unsanitary conditions.

● Expand storage space to avoid outdoor storage and extend lifespan of equipment 

stored at the site, including snowplows

Knowing this information, are you:

City of Lafayette Ballot Measure Survey
Information Questions – City Service Center



72%

75%

16%

16%

12%

9%

Total More Likely to Approve
Total More Likely to Reject
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The three facilities prioritized in this capital bond exploration range in age from 
35 to 52 years. Each has individual concerns regarding structural wear, outdated 
code and safety issues, energy inefficiency, and space constraints, which can be 
improved through upgrades, repairs, and modernization. 

Continued short-term fixes can be cost-prohibitive, are not the best use of 
taxpayer dollars, and further prolong larger-scale improvements to meet current 
and future community needs. A more fiscally responsible approach is 
modernizing the facilities instead of continuing the current stop-gap approach. 
Knowing this information, are you:

City of Lafayette Ballot Measure Survey
Information Questions - General

Lafayette’s population has grown considerably over the life of these three 
facilities - from 3,000 in 1973 to over 30,000 today - resulting in increased 
demands for the essential municipal services and dynamic quality of life 
Lafayette residents enjoy. 

The age of these buildings, which range from 35 to 52 years, results in strained 
and inefficient service delivery, higher costs, less innovation and modernization, 
longer service lead times, and a reduction in quality services. Knowing this 
information, are you:



70% 19% 11%

Total More Likely to Approve
Total More Likely to Reject
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The current City Hall is not an energy efficient facility, nor is it 
configured with up-to-date safety and ADA-accessibility standards 
for visitors and staff. Interior and exterior staircases, an elevator, 
fire suppression, and emergency alarm systems do not comply with 
modern-day codes and require substantial ongoing investment. 
Knowing this information, are you: 

City of Lafayette Ballot Measure Survey
Information Questions – Civic Center



65%

65%

65%

22%

22%

19%

13%

13%

16%

Total More Likely to Approve
Total More Likely to Reject
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New and expanded services, which were not provided at the same level when City 
Hall was built, now exist to implement the community’s vision and require 
additional space. These include: Sustainability, Economic Development, 
Transportation, Code Enforcement, Engineering, Information Technology, City 
Attorney, and Communications. Knowing this information, are you: 

City of Lafayette Ballot Measure Survey
Information Questions – Civic Center

Expanding City services and functions for an increasing population have outgrown 
the 40-year-old City Hall building. Despite multiple renovations and repurposing of 
space, every department is currently at capacity. Common spaces and spaces 
formerly used for staff to meet with residents have been repurposed as office 
cubicles, and meeting space is now used as office space. The new design would 
also provide flexibility to accommodate future growth. Knowing this information, 
are you: 

The Lafayette Municipal Court would be housed in the new Civic Center, creating a 
physical separation between the Court and the Police Department to increase 
defendants’ comfort, alleviate any perceived conflict of interest, and address 
significant space constraints currently experienced at the Police and Court 
Building. Knowing this information, are you: 



65%
24%

11%

Total More Likely to Approve
Total More Likely to Reject
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A new community-centered Civic Center on South Public Road, 
with improved access for all residents, would provide a more 
welcoming and inclusive community space and better access to 
government resources and decision-making. Knowing this 
information, are you: 

City of Lafayette Ballot Measure Survey
Information Questions – Civic Center



56% 34%

10%

Total More Likely to Approve
Total More Likely to Reject
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The following table shows how each project would impact 
homeowners. It shows that a 6.98 mill levy increase would cost 
$48 annually or $4 monthly per $100,000 in home value, or $296 
annually/$24.67 monthly per $685,000, which is the average 
home price in Lafayette. Knowing this information, are you: 

City of Lafayette Ballot Measure Survey
Information Questions – Property Tax Impact

Project
Tax Increase 

per 
$100,000*

Tax 
Increase 

per 
$685,000**

Recreation/Aquatics $22 $136
Civic Center $22 $136
Service Center $4 $24
Total $48 $296

Local Property Tax Increase per Project (20-Year Bond)

*Does not include $55,000 value adjustment approved in HD 24B-1004
**Average home price for Lafayette; reflects $55,000 value adjustment



49% 38%

13%

Total More Likely to Approve
Total More Likely to Reject

29City of Lafayette Ballot Measure Survey, April 2025, 788n, +/-3.43% MoE

The following table shows how each project would impact 
homeowners. It shows that a 6.98 mill levy increase would cost 
$48 annually or $4 monthly per $100,000 in home value, or $296 
annually/$24.67 monthly per $685,000, which is the average 
home price in Lafayette. Knowing this information, are you: 

City of Lafayette Ballot Measure Survey
Information Questions – Sales Tax Impact

Sales and Use Tax Increase per Project (20-Year Bond)

*Based on 2023 actual sales and use tax revenue 

Project
Sales Tax 
Increase*

Total City 
Sales Tax

Total 
Sales Tax

Recreation/Aquatics + 0.39% 4.26% 9.44%
Civic Center + 0.39% 4.26% 9.44%

Service Center + 0.07% 3.94% 9.12%
Total + 0.85% 4.72% 9.90%



Informed 
Bond Measure 
Property Tax 

Increase

Thank you for learning why the City 
of Lafayette is considering a bond 
measure and reading more 
information about the capital 
projects that would be funded.

We now ask you to consider again 
the two different versions of the 
ballot language.

As a reminder, one version reads:
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Informed 
Bond Measure 
Property Tax 

Increase

SHALL THE CITY OF LAFAYETTE DEBT BE INCREASED $74 MILLION, WITH A REPAYMENT COST NOT 

TO EXCEED $120 MILLION (PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST), AND SHALL CITY PROPERTY TAXES BE 

INCREASED NOT MORE THAN $6 MILLION ANNUALLY TO PAY SUCH DEBT, FOR THE FOLLOWING:

● A RENOVATION AND EXPANSION OF BOB L. BURGER RECREATION CENTER, INCLUDING 

ENHANCED AND EXPANDED AQUATICS AMENITIES, EXPANDED SPACE FOR FITNESS AND 

OLDER ADULTS SERVICES, AND PROGRAMMING FOR COMMUNITY MEMBERS OF ALL AGES;

● A NEW CIVIC CENTER TO REPLACE THE EXISTING CITY HALL, TO PROVIDE MORE ACCESSIBLE 

PUBLIC SERVICES, MUNICIPAL COURT, COMMUNITY SPACES, AND SPACE TO SUPPORT CITY 

SERVICES;

● A RENOVATION OF THE EXISTING PARKS/PUBLIC WORKS SERVICE CENTER TO IMPROVE THE 

EFFICIENCY, DELIVERY, AND SUSTAINABILITY OF KEY CITY SERVICES, INCLUDING SNOW 

PLOWING, UTILITY REPAIRS, AND MAINTENANCE OF OUR PARKS, STREETS, AND OPEN SPACES.

AND SHALL THE MILL LEVY BE IMPOSED IN ANY YEAR WITHOUT LIMITATION AS TO RATE BUT ONLY 

IN AN AMOUNT SUFFICIENT TO PAY THE PRINCIPAL OF, PREMIUM, IF ANY, AND INTEREST ON SUCH 

DEBT OR ANY REFUNDING DEBT (OR TO CREATE A RESERVE FOR SUCH PAYMENT); SUCH DEBT TO 

BE EVIDENCED BY THE ISSUANCE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS TO BE SOLD IN ONE SERIES OR 

MORE, FOR A PRICE ABOVE OR BELOW THE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF SUCH SERIES, ON TERMS AND 

CONDITIONS AND WITH SUCH MATURITIES AS PERMITTED BY LAW, INCLUDING PROVISIONS FOR 

REDEMPTION OF THE BONDS PRIOR TO MATURITY WITH OR WITHOUT PAYMENT OF PREMIUM NOT 

TO EXCEED ONE PERCENT; AND SHALL THE PROCEEDS OF SUCH DEBT, REFUNDING DEBT, AND 

RESERVES AND THE REVENUES FROM SUCH TAXES AND ANY INVESTMENT INCOME EARNED FROM 

SUCH PROCEEDS AND REVENUES BE COLLECTED AND SPENT WITHOUT LIMITATION OR CONDITION 

AS A VOTER-APPROVED REVENUE CHANGE UNDER SECTION 20 OF ARTICLE X OF THE COLORADO 

CONSTITUTION? 
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57%

32%

11%

Total Yes, Approve

Total No, Reject

Undecided

Definitely Yes 26%

Probably Yes 31%

Definitely No 14%

Probably No 18%

Informed Bond Measure – 
Property Tax Increase

Now that you’ve read the ballot language, if 
an election were held today, would you vote 

yes to approve it, or would you vote 
no to reject it? 

65%

50%

65%

70%

31%

48%

50%

51%

71%

56%

58%

28%

38%

19%

20%

55%

41%

34%

40%

20%

35%

29%

7%

16%

11%

16%

9%

9%

13%

More $150K

$75K-$150K

Less $75K

Democrat

Republican

Unaffiliated

65+

45-64

18-44

Men

Women

Total Yes, Approve Total No, Reject Undecided
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57%

32%

11%

Total Yes, Approve

Total No, Reject

Undecided

Definitely Yes 26%

Probably Yes 31%

Definitely No 14%

Probably No 18%

Informed Bond Measure – 
Property Tax Increase

Now that you’ve read the ballot language, 
if an election were held today, would you 
vote yes to approve it, or would you vote 

no to reject it? 
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67%

63%

62%

52%

58%

49%

24%

27%

28%

33%

29%

43%

9%

10%

8%

Area 6
(East/South)

Area 5
(West/South)

Area 4
(East/Btwn)

Area 3
(West/Btwn)

Area 2
(East/North)

Area 1
(West/North)

Total Yes, Approve Total No, Reject Undecided



Yes, Approve No, Reject Undecided

57%

32%

11%

Yes, Approve No, Reject Undecided

53%
39%

8%

Informed 

City of Lafayette – Property Tax
Ballot Measure Comparison

Uninformed 

-7 

+4 
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+3 



Uninformed 
Bond Measure 

Sales Tax Increase

Again, as a reminder, the second version reads:

SHALL CITY OF LAFAYETTE DEBT BE INCREASED $74 MILLION, WITH A TOTAL REPAYMENT COST 

NOT TO EXCEED $120 MILLION (PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST) FOR THE PURPOSE OF FINANCING 
CAPITAL PROJECTS FOR THE CITY, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO:

● A RENOVATION AND EXPANSION OF BOB L. BURGER RECREATION CENTER, INCLUDING 
ENHANCED AND EXPANDED AQUATICS AMENITIES, EXPANDED SPACE FOR FITNESS AND 
OLDER ADULTS SERVICES, AND PROGRAMMING FOR COMMUNITY MEMBERS OF ALL AGES;

● A NEW CIVIC CENTER TO REPLACE THE EXISTING CITY HALL, TO PROVIDE MORE ACCESSIBLE 
PUBLIC SERVICES, MUNICIPAL COURT, COMMUNITY SPACES, AND SPACE TO SUPPORT CITY 
SERVICES;

● A RENOVATION OF THE EXISTING PARKS/PUBLIC WORKS SERVICE CENTER TO IMPROVE THE 
EFFICIENCY, DELIVERY, AND SUSTAINABILITY OF KEY CITY SERVICES, INCLUDING SNOW 
PLOWING, UTILITY REPAIRS, AND MAINTENANCE OF OUR PARKS, STREETS, AND OPEN SPACES.

AND SHALL CITY TAXES BE INCREASED $6 MILLION IN THE FIRST FULL FISCAL YEAR AND BY SUCH 
ADDITIONAL AMOUNTS AS ARE GENERATED ANNUALLY THEREAFTER FROM THE IMPOSITION OF AN 
ADDITIONAL SALES AND USE TAX OF 0.85%; SUCH TAX INCREASE TO BEGIN ON JANUARY 1, 2026, 
AND CONTINUE SO LONG AS THE DEBT ISSUED PURSUANT TO THIS QUESTION REMAINS 
OUTSTANDING, BUT IN NO EVENT BEYOND DECEMBER 31, 2049; WHICH TAX REVENUES WILL BE 
USED FOR THE PAYMENT OF THE DEBT AUTHORIZED BY THIS QUESTION AND FOR THE 
CONSTRUCTION, OPERATION, AND MAINTENANCE OF CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS OF THE CITY; AND 
MAY THE DEBT ISSUED PURSUANT TO THIS QUESTION BE PAID FROM SUCH LEGALLY AVAILABLE 
REVENUES, BEAR INTEREST, AND BE SOLD IN ONE SERIES OR MORE AT A PRICE ABOVE, BELOW, OR 
EQUAL TO THE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF SUCH DEBT AND WITH SUCH TERMS AND CONDITIONS, 
INCLUDING PROVISIONS FOR REDEMPTION PRIOR TO MATURITY WITH OR WITHOUT PAYMENT OF 
PREMIUM NOT TO EXCEED ONE PERCENT, ALL AS THE CITY COUNCIL MAY DETERMINE; AND SHALL 
THE PROCEEDS FROM SUCH TAX AND DEBT PROCEEDS AND ANY INVESTMENT INCOME EARNED 
FROM SUCH PROCEEDS BE COLLECTED AND SPENT AS A VOTER-APPROVED REVENUE CHANGE 
UNDER SECTION 20 OF ARTICLE X OF THE COLORADO CONSTITUTION?
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58%

31%

11%

Total Yes, Approve

Total No, Reject

Undecided

Definitely Yes 24%

Probably Yes 34%

Definitely No 13%

Probably No 18%

Informed Bond Measure – 
Sales Tax Increase

Now that you’ve read the ballot language, if 
an election were held today, would you vote 

yes to approve it, or would you vote 
no to reject it? 

63%

56%

61%

68%

37%

52%

56%

54%

64%

59%

59%

32%

30%

26%

23%

43%

38%

32%

36%

26%

34%

28%

5%

13%

10%

12%

10%

7%

13%

More $150K

$75K-$150K

Less $75K

Democrat

Republican

Unaffiliated

65+

45-64

18-44

Men

Women

Total Yes, Approve Total No, Reject Undecided
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31%

11%

Total Yes, Approve

Total No, Reject

Undecided

Definitely Yes 24%

Probably Yes 34%

Definitely No 13%

Probably No 18%

Informed Bond Measure – 
Sales Tax Increase

Now that you’ve read the ballot language, 
if an election were held today, would you 
vote yes to approve it, or would you vote 

no to reject it? 
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62%

59%

63%

57%

53%

57%

34%

30%

29%

29%

33%

38%

4%

8%

5%

Area 6
(East/South)

Area 5
(West/South)

Area 4
(East/Btwn)

Area 3
(West/Btwn)

Area 2
(East/North)

Area 1
(West/North)

Total Yes, Approve Total No, Reject Undecided



Yes, Approve No, Reject Undecided

58%

31%

11%

Yes, Approve No, Reject Undecided

56%

34%

10%

Informed 

City of Lafayette – Sales Tax
Ballot Measure Comparison

Uninformed 

-3 

+2 
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+1 



Uninformed 
Sales Tax

City of Lafayette – Property Tax vs Sales Tax
Ballot Measure Comparison

Uninformed 
Property Tax 

+3 
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Yes, Approve No, Reject Undecided

53%
39%

8%

Yes, Approve No, Reject Undecided

56%

34%

10%

+2 

-5 



Informed 
Sales Tax

City of Lafayette – Property Tax vs Sales Tax
Informed Ballot Measure Comparison

Informed 
Property Tax 
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Yes, Approve No, Reject Undecided

57%

32%

11%

Yes, Approve No, Reject Undecided

58%

31%

11%

-1 

+1 



Why Respondents Would Vote Yes on Either One of the 
Property Tax Increase or Sales Tax Increase
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Aging facilities badly need modernization: Facilities are 25-50 years old, crowded, energy-inefficient and 
“falling apart.” Voters feel upgrades are overdue and must match today’s population and code 
requirements. 

Stronger quality of life and community pride: New or expanded public buildings mean more programs 
for kids and seniors, safer workplaces for staff, and amenities that keep Lafayette attractive, raise 
property values and reinforce its small-town character. 

Costs are manageable and fairly shared: The proposed tax bump—especially the sales-tax option that 
also captures visitor spending—is seen as modest (“worth it,” “not that much more”) and preferable to 
larger future hikes.

Smart long-term investment: Tackling the projects now avoids costlier emergency fixes later, improves 
energy efficiency, and positions the city to handle continued growth—viewed as the “fiscally 
responsible” move that will save money over time.



Why Respondents Would Vote No on Both the 
Property Tax Increase and Sales Tax Increase
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“We’re already over-taxed”: Recent spikes in property taxes, water rates and the sales-tax rate have 
stretched household budgets—especially for seniors, fixed-income residents and small businesses. Any 
new levy is viewed as unaffordable or regressive. 

City should tighten its own belt first: Many No voters doubt the government manages current revenue 
well: projects drag on, money is “wasted,” and reserves for replacement weren’t built. Voters want 
inefficiencies cut, outside grants explored, or developers and new growth to pay before taxpayers are 
asked again. 

Package is too big / wrong priorities: Supporters of one piece (usually the rec-center) oppose paying for 
all three at once. There are calls to split the measures, down-size designs, renovate existing buildings or 
delay the new Civic Center altogether. 

Poor economic timing & debt worries: Inflation, price hikes, talk of recession and housing-cost 
pressures make people leery of long-term bonds or higher monthly bills; many prefer to postpone large 
capital spending until conditions stabilize.



Why Respondents Would Vote Yes on the Property Tax Increase 
and No on the Sales Tax Increase
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Sales-tax increase is viewed as regressive: It falls hardest on lower-income families, renters, and 
households who spend most of their income on daily purchases; property tax is seen as a fairer, more 
“means-based” levy on wealthier, asset-owning residents. 

Sales tax is already near the pain point: Lafayette’s combined rate would be too high, which people fear 
will discourage shopping and hurt small businesses or push spending to neighboring towns. 

Property tax feels more predictable and mission-focused: A mill-levy hike has a clear ceiling, is 
deductible for many homeowners, rises with real-estate value, and supplies a stable, dedicated revenue 
stream—unlike sales-tax collections that fluctuate with the economy. 

Burden should match who benefits / can pay: Homeowners say they’re willing to invest in community 
assets they’ll use and that long-term residents should shoulder the cost; renters or fixed-income 
residents prefer minimizing everyday price hikes. Some suggest splitting or scaling projects so neither 
group bears the entire load.



Why Respondents Would Vote Yes on the Sales Tax Increase 
and No on the Property Tax Increase
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Property-tax fatigue: After recent assessment spikes, many homeowners say they can’t 
absorb another bump. They fear fixed-income seniors and long-time residents would be 
squeezed or even priced out if the mill levy rises again. 

Broader cost-sharing via sales tax: A sales-tax bump lets all shoppers—including renters and 
out-of-town visitors—help fund projects instead of the whole bill falling on property owners. 

Fairness / Control of spending: Some also prefer its pay-as-you-go feel and the fact that 
individuals can control how much they spend. 



Respondent 
Information

Thank you for your time. The survey 
is nearly complete. We just have a 
few final questions about how you 
would rate the importance of these 
projects, followed by demographic 
questions. 
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64%

58%

79%

20%

29%

14%

16%

13%

7%

Total More Likely to Approve Total More Likely to Reject

No Difference
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Bob L. Burger Recreation Center 
Renovation and Expansion

For each of the three capital projects, please indicate whether its inclusion on the ballot makes 
you more likely to vote yes and approve a tax increase, more likely to vote no and reject a tax 

increase, or if it does not make a difference in your decision.

New Civic Center

City Service Center 
Renovation and Expansion
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All 3 Projects Rec and
Service

Just Rec Rec and
Civic

Civic and
Service

Just Service Just Civic None of the
Options

37%

17% 17%
13%

5% 3%
1%

7%

Knowing what you now know, among the following project groupings, 
which are you most likely to support?



25%

33%
42%

Total More Likely

Total Less Likely

No Difference

Much More Likely 8%

Somewhat More Likely 17%

Much Less Likely 12%

Somewhat Less Likely 21%

Impact of Other Tax Increases 
on the Ballot

If a separate entity, such as the state or a local government 
other than the City of Lafayette, were to place a measure on 

the same ballot asking voters to approve a tax increase, 
would that make you more or less likely to also vote in 

favor of a bond measure to fund these 
three capital projects?

17%

21%

40%

26%

19%

23%

29%

27%

16%

24%

25%

39%

34%

23%

34%

33%

33%

37%

32%

32%

36%

31%

44%

37%

44%

34%

41%

40%

44%

More $150K

$75K-$150K

Less $75K

Democrat

Republican

Unaffiliated

65+

45-64

18-44

Men

Women

Total More Likely Total Less Likely No Difference
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Final Thoughts on Different Options Presented in the Survey

49City of Lafayette Ballot Measure Survey, April 2025, 788n, +/-3.43% MoE

“Now isn’t the moment for new taxes”: Property-tax hikes, soaring water bills and high 
sales-tax rates already feel unsustainable; uncertainty, recession talk and fixed-income 
pressures make many urge delay or smaller, phased measures. 

Call for clearer priorities and phasing: Large support for renovating the Rec Center, but 
skepticism about the Civic Center, or doing all three projects at once. Voters ask to un-
bundle the questions and tackle the most critical needs first.

Fairer, more creative funding requested: Frequent suggestions to shift more cost to high-
earning corporations, developers, or targeted user fees. There is a concern that sales 
taxes hurt low-income families and that homeowners alone shouldn’t shoulder future mill-
levy increases. 



53%
45%

2%

Female
Male
Non-Binary/Transgender/Self-Describe

18-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+

13% 18%
18% 19%

32%

Gender Party Affiliation

Age Range

Survey Demographics

41%

10%
48%

1%

Unaffiliated Republican Democrat Other
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Tenure in 
Lafayette

Less 1
Year

1-2 Years 3-5 Years 6-10 Years 11-20
Years

More 20
Years

Prefer Not
to Say

5%

11%
17% 20%

19%

27%

1%



Race-Ethnicity

Survey Demographics

White Hispanic/Latino Asian Another
Race/Ethnicity

Prefer Not to
Say

81%

8% 2%
3% 6%

Income

Less $50K $50K to
$74,999

$75K to
$99,999

$100K to
$149,999

$150K to
$199,999

More than
$200K

Prefer Not
to Say

10%
12%

12%

19%
13%

20%

14%

71%

29%

Own Rent/Other

Rent or Own 
Home?

72% 28%

4-Year College Degree No College Degree

4-Year 
College 
Degree
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Area 1 Area 2 Area 3 Area 4 Area 5 Area 6 Prefer Not to
Say

12%
15%

24% 24%

12%

9%
4%
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Survey Areas



Magellan Strategies

4800 Aspen Creek Drive

Broomfield, CO 80023

MagellanStrategies.com

(303) 861-8585
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