
	  

	
	
	
	
	

Magellan Strategies 
Adams 12 Five Star Schools MLO Ballot Measure Survey  
Topline Results 
 
Magellan Strategies is pleased to present the topline results of a survey of 941 voters within the 
Adams 12 Five Star Schools District boundaries. The interviews were conducted from July 28th 
– August 12th, 2025. This survey has a margin of error of +/- 3.2% at the 95 percent confidence 
interval. The survey data were weighted to represent the demographics of odd-year election 
turnout within the District. 
 
T1. Are you at least 18 years old and a resident of Adams or Broomfield County, Colorado? 
 
Yes .................................................................................... 100% 

 
T2. Do you approve or disapprove of the job Adams 12 Five Star Schools is doing educating 
students? 
 
Total Approve .................................................................... 64% 
Total Disapprove ............................................................... 23% 
Unsure or No Opinion ........................................................ 13% 
 
Strongly Approve ............................................................... 28% 
Somewhat Approve ........................................................... 36% 
 
Strongly Disapprove .......................................................... 11% 
Somewhat Disapprove ...................................................... 12% 
 
T3. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? “Adams 12 Five Star Schools is 
fiscally responsible and spends taxpayer money wisely.” 
 
Total Agree ......................................................................... 52% 
Total Disagree .................................................................... 31% 
Unsure or No Opinion ........................................................ 17% 
 
Strongly Agree ................................................................... 23% 
Somewhat Agree ............................................................... 29% 
 
Strongly Disagree .............................................................. 15% 
Somewhat Disagree .......................................................... 16% 
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T4. Do you think Adams 12 Five Star Schools is heading in the right direction, or do you feel it is 
off on the wrong track? 
 
Total Right Direction .......................................................... 52% 
Total Wrong Track ............................................................. 32% 
Unsure or No Opinion ........................................................ 16% 
 
Definitely Right Direction ................................................... 18% 
Probably Right Direction ................................................... 34% 
 
Definitely Wrong Track ...................................................... 13% 
Probably Wrong Track ....................................................... 19% 
 
T5. Do you think Adams 12 Five Star Schools has the financial resources needed to provide 
students with a quality education? 
 
Total Yes ............................................................................ 42% 
Total No .............................................................................. 48% 
Unsure or No Opinion ........................................................ 10% 
 
Yes, Definitely .................................................................... 19% 
Yes, Probably ..................................................................... 23% 
 
No, Definitely Not ............................................................... 19% 
No, Probably Not ................................................................ 29% 
 
T6. Please describe why you think Adams 12 Five Star Schools already has the financial 
resources needed to provide students with a quality education. 

High Existing Tax Revenue & Funding Sources: Respondents noted that property taxes, mill levy 
overrides, bonds, and state/federal funding already provide substantial revenue. They argue that 
current funding should be sufficient without additional tax increases. 

Misallocation of Resources & Poor Prioritization: Many felt that available funds are not being 
spent on core educational needs (reading, writing, math, teacher pay) but on non-essential 
programs, facilities, athletics, or “political”/social initiatives. Calls for audits and better budget 
management were common, as respondents also called for cutting administrative salaries, 
reducing executive positions, and reallocating funds directly to teachers and classrooms. 

Perception that Student Needs Are Already Met: Some expressed satisfaction with the quality 
of education, facilities, and resources provided, citing examples such as well-maintained 
schools, extracurricular opportunities, and adequate supplies as evidence that additional funds 
aren’t needed. 

*The complete verbatim responses will be included in a separate document. 
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T7. Please describe why you think Adams 12 Five Star Schools does not have the financial 
resources needed to provide students with a quality education. 

Chronic Underfunding at the State and Federal Level: Many cited Colorado’s historically low per-
pupil funding, TABOR restrictions, and recent state and federal budget cuts as core reasons. 
Respondents frequently compared Adams 12 to better-funded neighboring districts and noted 
the district ranks near the bottom in the state for funding. 

Staff Layoffs, Low Pay, and Teacher Retention Challenges: Numerous responses pointed to 
recent large-scale staff cuts (including teachers, paras, librarians, and GT advocates) and 
uncompetitive salaries that drive talent to other districts. High turnover and inability to attract or 
retain quality educators were viewed as major consequences of inadequate funding. 

Larger Class Sizes and Loss of Student Supports: Cuts to programs, specialists, and support 
staff have increased student-to-teacher ratios and reduced access to essential services such as 
special education, mental health, counseling, and enrichment programs. Many expressed 
concern that this diminishes educational quality and individual attention for students. 

Deteriorating Resources, Facilities, and Program Offerings: Respondents described outdated 
curriculum, aging infrastructure, reduced extracurriculars (arts, music, sports), and teachers 
paying for supplies out of pocket. They stressed that these losses hinder both student 
engagement and overall learning outcomes. 

*The complete verbatim responses will be included in a separate document. 
 
Before we continue, it is important to understand that Adams 12 Five Star Schools has made no 
decisions to place a ballot measure before voters this November. However, your participation in 
this survey and honest answers will influence those decisions. Let’s continue the survey now. 
 
T8. Adams 12 Five Star Schools is considering a ballot measure in November asking voters to 
approve a mill property tax increase, also known as a Mill Levy Override. Revenue from a Mill 
Levy Override can be used for programs and staff and is not used for construction or repair of 
buildings. Here is the likely ballot language: 
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SHALL ADAMS 12 FIVE STAR SCHOOLS TAXES BE INCREASED UP TO $39.42 MILLION IN 2025 
FOR COLLECTION IN 2026 AND BY WHATEVER AMOUNTS ARE RAISED ANNUALLY 
THEREAFTER FROM AN OVERRIDE MILL LEVY IMPOSED AT A RATE NOT TO EXCEED 8.716 
MILLS, WHICH WOULD COST A HOMEOWNER AN ESTIMATED $34 PER MONTH ON AN 
AVERAGE HOME VALUED AT $661,000 BASED ON THE ASSESSED VALUE AND ASSESSMENT 
RATES AS OF DECEMBER 2024 AND DOES NOT REFLECT FUTURE CHANGES IN ASSESSED 
VALUE, ASSESSMENT RATE, OR LAW, FOR GENERAL FUND PURPOSES, INCLUDING BUT NOT 
LIMITED TO: 

 
● INCREASING THE NUMBER OF TRAINED SAFETY AND SECURITY STAFF TO MAINTAIN A 

SAFE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT FOR STUDENTS AND STAFF; WITH A FOCUS ON 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS AND AFTERSCHOOL ATHLETIC AND ACTIVITY EVENTS.  

● ATTRACTING AND RETAINING QUALITY TEACHERS AND SUPPORT STAFF BY BRINGING 
SALARIES CLOSER TO THE MARKET AVERAGE OF NEARBY SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

● EXPANDING CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES AND PROVIDING 
REAL WORLD, HANDS-ON LEARNING EXPERIENCES FOR STUDENTS AT EVERY LEVEL: 
ELEMENTARY, MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL. 

● PROVIDING ADDITIONAL MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS TO DEVELOP LIFE 
SKILLS AND BE PREPARED FOR THEIR NEXT STAGE OF LIFE. 

 
ANY FUNDS EXPENDED PURSUANT TO THIS QUESTION SHALL BE SUBJECT TO STATE LAWS, 
REGULATIONS AND DISTRICT POLICIES FOR ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY; 

 
AND SHALL SUCH TAX INCREASE BE AN ADDITIONAL PROPERTY TAX MILL LEVY IN EXCESS 
OF THE LEVY AUTHORIZED FOR THE DISTRICT’S GENERAL FUND, PURSUANT TO AND IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 22-54-108, C.R.S.; AND SHALL THE DISTRICT BE AUTHORIZED 
TO COLLECT, RETAIN AND SPEND ALL REVENUES FROM SUCH TAXES AND THE EARNINGS 
FROM THE INVESTMENT OF SUCH REVENUES AS A VOTER APPROVED REVENUE CHANGE 
UNDER ARTICLE X, SECTION 20 OF THE COLORADO CONSTITUTION; AND SHALL THE DISTRICT 
BE AUTHORIZED TO COLLECT THE FULL AMOUNT OF REVENUE AUTHORIZED BY THIS 
QUESTION AND PRIOR MILL LEVY OVERRIDE QUESTIONS SUBJECT TO THE LIMIT 
ESTABLISHED BY SECTION 22-54-108(3)(B)(VI), C.R.S.? 
 
If a mill levy override was put before voters this November, would you vote yes and approve it, or 
would you vote no and reject it? 
 
Total Vote Yes ................................................................... 55% 
Total Vote No ..................................................................... 37% 
Undecided ............................................................................ 8% 
 
Definitely Vote Yes ............................................................ 38% 
Probably Vote Yes ............................................................. 17% 
 
Definitely Vote No .............................................................. 25% 
Probably Vote No ............................................................... 12% 
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We will now share some information about Adams 12 Five Star Schools and the reasons why 
this ballot measure is being considered. After reading the information, please indicate if you are 
more likely to vote yes and approve a ballot measure or if you are more likely to vote no and 
reject it. Let’s get started. 
 
T9. Adams 12 Five Star Schools ranks 14 out of 15 nearby school districts in mill levy override 
funding, and that puts students at a competitive disadvantage. Knowing this, are you: 
 
Total More Likely to Approve ............................................ 58% 
Total More Likely to Reject ............................................... 27% 
No Difference ..................................................................... 15% 
 
Much More Likely to Approve ........................................... 39% 
Somewhat More Likely to Approve .................................. 19% 
 
Much More Likely to Reject .............................................. 16% 
Somewhat More Likely to Reject ...................................... 11% 
 
T10. Voters previously approved adding and renovating spaces for new career and technical 
education programming at the middle and high school level to meet student and industry 
demand, but the district lacks funding for staffing and programming that will bring these spaces 
to life. Knowing this, are you: 
 
Total More Likely to Approve ............................................ 61% 
Total More Likely to Reject ............................................... 26% 
No Difference ..................................................................... 13% 
 
Much More Likely to Approve ........................................... 40% 
Somewhat More Likely to Approve .................................. 21% 
 
Much More Likely to Reject .............................................. 17% 
Somewhat More Likely to Reject ........................................ 9% 
 
T11. 97% of graduating career and technical education (CTE) students immediately enter 
college, the military or the workforce, having a positive impact on our economy and quality of 
life. Knowing this, are you: 
 
Total More Likely to Approve ............................................ 63% 
Total More Likely to Reject ............................................... 22% 
No Difference ..................................................................... 15% 
 
Much More Likely to Approve ........................................... 39% 
Somewhat More Likely to Approve .................................. 24% 
 
Much More Likely to Reject .............................................. 15% 
Somewhat More Likely to Reject ........................................ 7% 
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T12. Our students thrive when they’re learning from highly-effective teachers but Five Star 
Schools ranks closer to the bottom (10 out of 15) in average teacher salaries compared to nearby 
districts. Knowing this, are you: 

Total More Likely to Approve ............................................ 64% 
Total More Likely to Reject ............................................... 28% 
No Difference ....................................................................... 8% 
 
Much More Likely to Approve ........................................... 43% 
Somewhat More Likely to Approve .................................. 21% 
 
Much More Likely to Reject .............................................. 18% 
Somewhat More Likely to Reject ...................................... 10% 
 
T13. Students value additional trained safety and security staff, but Adams 12 Five Star Schools 
currently has one of the smallest security staffs among nearby districts. Knowing this, are you: 
 
Total More Likely to Approve ............................................ 62% 
Total More Likely to Reject ............................................... 26% 
No Difference ..................................................................... 12% 
 
Much More Likely to Approve ........................................... 39% 
Somewhat More Likely to Approve .................................. 23% 
 
Much More Likely to Reject .............................................. 17% 
Somewhat More Likely to Reject ........................................ 9% 
 
T14. Nearly 27% of high school students in Adams 12 Five Star Schools reported having poor 
mental health, making it increasingly important for them to have access to trained mental health 
professionals. Knowing this, are you: 
 
Total More Likely to Approve ............................................ 59% 
Total More Likely to Reject ............................................... 30% 
No Difference ..................................................................... 11% 
 
Much More Likely to Approve ........................................... 38% 
Somewhat More Likely to Approve .................................. 21% 
 
Much More Likely to Reject .............................................. 20% 
Somewhat More Likely to Reject ...................................... 10% 
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T15. Due to the lack of adequate funding, Adams 12 Five Star Schools had to cut $27.5 million 
earlier this year, including about 150 jobs, leading to larger class sizes and fewer class offerings 
or electives for students to choose from. Knowing this, are you: 
 
Total More Likely to Approve ............................................ 63% 
Total More Likely to Reject ............................................... 28% 
No Difference ....................................................................... 9% 
 
Much More Likely to Approve ........................................... 47% 
Somewhat More Likely to Approve .................................. 16% 
 
Much More Likely to Reject .............................................. 18% 
Somewhat More Likely to Reject ...................................... 10% 
 
T16. Teacher turnover due to a lack of competitive pay disrupts learning for students and costs 
the district an average of $15,000 for every teacher who leaves. Knowing this, are you: 
 
Total More Likely to Approve ............................................ 59% 
Total More Likely to Reject ............................................... 28% 
No Difference ..................................................................... 13% 
 
Much More Likely to Approve ........................................... 44% 
Somewhat More Likely to Approve .................................. 15% 
 
Much More Likely to Reject .............................................. 18% 
Somewhat More Likely to Reject ...................................... 10% 
 
T17. The district would like to provide greater access to mental health support, creating more 
opportunities for students to build life skills. Knowing this, are you: 
 
Total More Likely to Approve ............................................ 59% 
Total More Likely to Reject ............................................... 30% 
No Difference ..................................................................... 11% 
 
Much More Likely to Approve ........................................... 36% 
Somewhat More Likely to Approve .................................. 23% 
 
Much More Likely to Reject .............................................. 18% 
Somewhat More Likely to Reject ...................................... 12% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.magellanstrategies.com/


Magellan ID#: COADAMS12-080725 Adams 12 Five Star Schools MLO Ballot Measure Survey  
Field Dates: 7/28/25-8/12/25, 941n, +/- 3.2% MoE  
 

   
Magellan Strategies 

4800 Aspen Creek Dr. | Broomfield, CO 80023 
www.MagellanStrategies.com | (303) 861-8585 

8 

T18. More than 80% of jobs over the next decade will require STEM skills, making it critically 
important for students at all grade levels to have access to innovative, hands-on learning that 
teaches them how to think, create and solve problems.  Knowing this, are you: 
 
Total More Likely to Approve ............................................ 62% 
Total More Likely to Reject ............................................... 26% 
No Difference ..................................................................... 12% 
 
Much More Likely to Approve ........................................... 41% 
Somewhat More Likely to Approve .................................. 21% 
 
Much More Likely to Reject .............................................. 17% 
Somewhat More Likely to Reject ........................................ 9% 
 
Thank you for learning the reasons why Adams 12 Five Star Schools is considering a ballot 
measure this November. We will now ask you to reread the ballot measure and indicate if you 
would vote yes and approve it or if you would vote no and reject it. 
 
T19. As a reminder, Adams 12 Five Star Schools is considering a ballot measure in November 
asking voters to approve a mill property tax increase, also known as a Mill Levy Override. Revenue 
from a Mill Levy Override can be used for programs and staff and is not used for construction or 
repair of buildings. See likely ballot language: 
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SHALL ADAMS 12 FIVE STAR SCHOOLS TAXES BE INCREASED UP TO $39.42 MILLION IN 2025 
FOR COLLECTION IN 2026 AND BY WHATEVER AMOUNTS ARE RAISED ANNUALLY 
THEREAFTER FROM AN OVERRIDE MILL LEVY IMPOSED AT A RATE NOT TO EXCEED 8.716 
MILLS, WHICH WOULD COST A HOMEOWNER AN ESTIMATED $34 PER MONTH ON AN 
AVERAGE HOME VALUED AT $661,000 BASED ON THE ASSESSED VALUE AND ASSESSMENT 
RATES AS OF DECEMBER 2024 AND DOES NOT REFLECT FUTURE CHANGES IN ASSESSED 
VALUE, ASSESSMENT RATE, OR LAW, FOR GENERAL FUND PURPOSES, INCLUDING BUT NOT 
LIMITED TO: 

 
● INCREASING THE NUMBER OF TRAINED SAFETY AND SECURITY STAFF TO MAINTAIN A 

SAFE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT FOR STUDENTS AND STAFF; WITH A FOCUS ON 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS AND AFTERSCHOOL ATHLETIC AND ACTIVITY EVENTS.  

● ATTRACTING AND RETAINING QUALITY TEACHERS AND SUPPORT STAFF BY BRINGING 
SALARIES CLOSER TO THE MARKET AVERAGE OF NEARBY SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

● EXPANDING CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES AND PROVIDING 
REAL WORLD, HANDS-ON LEARNING EXPERIENCES FOR STUDENTS AT EVERY LEVEL: 
ELEMENTARY, MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL. 

● PROVIDING ADDITIONAL MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS TO DEVELOP LIFE 
SKILLS AND BE PREPARED FOR THEIR NEXT STAGE OF LIFE. 

 
ANY FUNDS EXPENDED PURSUANT TO THIS QUESTION SHALL BE SUBJECT TO STATE LAWS, 
REGULATIONS AND DISTRICT POLICIES FOR ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY; 

 
AND SHALL SUCH TAX INCREASE BE AN ADDITIONAL PROPERTY TAX MILL LEVY IN EXCESS 
OF THE LEVY AUTHORIZED FOR THE DISTRICT’S GENERAL FUND, PURSUANT TO AND IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 22-54-108, C.R.S.; AND SHALL THE DISTRICT BE AUTHORIZED 
TO COLLECT, RETAIN AND SPEND ALL REVENUES FROM SUCH TAXES AND THE EARNINGS 
FROM THE INVESTMENT OF SUCH REVENUES AS A VOTER APPROVED REVENUE CHANGE 
UNDER ARTICLE X, SECTION 20 OF THE COLORADO CONSTITUTION; 
 
AND SHALL THE DISTRICT BE AUTHORIZED TO COLLECT THE FULL AMOUNT OF REVENUE 
AUTHORIZED BY THIS QUESTION AND PRIOR MILL LEVY OVERRIDE QUESTIONS SUBJECT TO 
THE LIMIT ESTABLISHED BY SECTION 22-54-108(3)(B)(VI), C.R.S.? 
 
If a mill levy override was put before voters this November, would you vote yes and approve it, or 
would you vote no and reject it?      
 
Total Vote Yes ................................................................... 56% 
Total Vote No ..................................................................... 35% 
Undecided ............................................................................ 9% 
 
Definitely Vote Yes ............................................................ 39% 
Probably Vote Yes ............................................................. 17% 
 
Definitely Vote No .............................................................. 24% 
Probably Vote No ............................................................... 11% 
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T20. Please describe the reasons why you would vote yes and approve a mill levy override for 
Adams 12 Five Star Schools. 

Increase Teacher Pay and Retain Quality Staff: A large number of respondents emphasized the 
need to raise salaries to attract and retain high-quality teachers, compete with neighboring 
districts, and reduce staff turnover. Many noted that teacher pay directly impacts education 
quality, class sizes, and student success. 

Provide Students with a High-Quality, Well-Rounded Education: Many respondents cited the 
importance of ensuring students have access to strong academic programs (including STEM, 
technical/vocational training, arts, and AP classes), smaller class sizes, and sufficient 
instructional resources to prepare them for future careers and higher education. 

Support Student Well-Being and Safety: A significant portion of responses stressed funding for 
mental health services, counseling, and creating a safe learning environment. While some 
disagreed with certain safety approaches (e.g., more SROs), most agreed that addressing 
student well-being is essential. 

Invest in the Community’s Future: Many viewed school funding as a direct investment in 
property values, community health, and long-term economic success. Respondents expressed 
that well-funded schools benefit everyone, even those without school-aged children, and are 
essential for an educated, productive society. 

*The complete verbatim responses will be included in a separate document. 
 
21. Please describe the reasons why you would vote no and reject a mill levy override for Adams 
12 Five Star Schools. 

High Taxes and Affordability Concerns: Many respondents said they cannot afford additional 
property tax increases due to already high taxes, rising home valuations, and increased costs of 
living (utilities, insurance, groceries). Seniors, fixed-income households, and working families 
especially cited financial strain as a key reason for opposing the measure. 

Distrust in District’s Fiscal Management: A large number expressed skepticism that new funds 
would be spent as promised. Concerns included wasteful spending, lack of transparency, misuse 
of previous funding measures, and administrative bloat. Many demanded audits, specific budget 
breakdowns, or evidence of efficiency improvements before supporting more funding. 

Opposition to Certain Spending Priorities: Some respondents objected to funds going toward 
mental health services, security officers, DEI initiatives, or non-academic programs. They argued 
that schools should focus on core academics (reading, writing, math) and leave social, political, 
or health matters to parents or outside agencies. 
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Belief That More Money Won’t Improve Outcomes: Many felt that student performance issues 
stem from poor leadership, ineffective teaching, and misplaced priorities rather than a lack of 
funding. They argued that adding money without systemic changes would not improve rankings, 
class sizes, or educational quality. Some advocated for reallocating current funds instead of 
raising new revenue. 

*The complete verbatim responses will be included in a separate document. 
 
22. Below is the language for an alternative, similar ballot measure that would have a smaller tax 
impact on property owners: 
 
SHALL ADAMS 12 FIVE STAR SCHOOLS TAXES BE INCREASED UP TO $29.42 MILLION IN 2025 FOR 
COLLECTION IN 2026 AND BY WHATEVER AMOUNTS ARE RAISED ANNUALLY THEREAFTER FROM 
AN OVERRIDE MILL LEVY IMPOSED AT A RATE NOT TO EXCEED 6.505 MILLS, WHICH WOULD COST 
A HOMEOWNER AN ESTIMATED $25 PER MONTH ON AN AVERAGE HOME VALUED AT $661,000 
BASED ON THE ASSESSED VALUE AND ASSESSMENT RATES AS OF DECEMBER 2024 AND DOES 
NOT REFLECT FUTURE CHANGES IN ASSESSED VALUE, ASSESSMENT RATE, OR LAW, FOR 
GENERAL FUND PURPOSES, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO: 
 
● INCREASING THE NUMBER OF TRAINED SAFETY AND SECURITY STAFF TO MAINTAIN A 

SAFE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT FOR STUDENTS AND STAFF; WITH A FOCUS ON 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS AND AFTERSCHOOL ATHLETIC AND ACTIVITY EVENTS.  

● ATTRACTING AND RETAINING QUALITY TEACHERS AND SUPPORT STAFF BY BRINGING 
SALARIES CLOSER TO THE MARKET AVERAGE OF NEARBY SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

● EXPANDING CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES AND PROVIDING 
REAL WORLD, HANDS-ON LEARNING EXPERIENCES FOR STUDENTS AT EVERY LEVEL: 
ELEMENTARY, MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL. 

● PROVIDING ADDITIONAL MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS TO DEVELOP LIFE 
SKILLS AND BE PREPARED FOR THEIR NEXT STAGE OF LIFE. 

 
ANY FUNDS EXPENDED PURSUANT TO THIS QUESTION SHALL BE SUBJECT TO STATE LAWS, 
REGULATIONS AND DISTRICT POLICIES FOR ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY; 

 
AND SHALL SUCH TAX INCREASE BE AN ADDITIONAL PROPERTY TAX MILL LEVY IN EXCESS 
OF THE LEVY AUTHORIZED FOR THE DISTRICT’S GENERAL FUND, PURSUANT TO AND IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 22-54-108, C.R.S.; AND SHALL THE DISTRICT BE AUTHORIZED 
TO COLLECT, RETAIN AND SPEND ALL REVENUES FROM SUCH TAXES AND THE EARNINGS 
FROM THE INVESTMENT OF SUCH REVENUES AS A VOTER APPROVED REVENUE CHANGE 
UNDER ARTICLE X, SECTION 20 OF THE COLORADO CONSTITUTION; 
 
AND SHALL THE DISTRICT BE AUTHORIZED TO COLLECT THE FULL AMOUNT OF REVENUE 
AUTHORIZED BY THIS QUESTION AND PRIOR MILL LEVY OVERRIDE QUESTIONS SUBJECT TO 
THE LIMIT ESTABLISHED BY SECTION 22-54-108(3)(B)(VI), C.R.S.? 
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If this mill levy override was put before voters this November, would you vote yes and approve it, 
or would you vote no and reject it?  [Asked only to Undecided or “No” Voters on T19] 
 
Total Vote Yes ..................................................................... 5% 
Total Vote No ..................................................................... 76% 
Undecided .......................................................................... 19% 
 
Definitely Vote Yes .............................................................. 1% 
Probably Vote Yes ............................................................... 4% 
 
Definitely Vote No .............................................................. 53% 
Probably Vote No ............................................................... 23% 
 
T23. Do you have any final thoughts to share with Adams 12 Five Star Schools about the different 
options presented in this survey? 
 
Fiscal Responsibility, Transparency, and Administrative Spending Concerns: Many 
respondents expressed skepticism about how the district currently manages funds, citing waste, 
poor budgeting, and excessive administrative costs. There were calls for independent audits, 
cutting non-essential programs, and reallocating funds directly to classrooms and teachers were 
frequent. A lack of trust in past spending was a recurring reason for opposition. 

Opposition to Tax Increases Due to Economic Pressures: A large portion of respondents said 
property taxes are already too high, especially given recent increases and rising costs of living. 
Fixed-income residents and those struggling financially emphasized they cannot afford 
additional taxes, even for education.  

Support for Teacher Pay and Direct Classroom Investment: Even among some “no” voters, there 
was acknowledgment that teachers need higher salaries and schools need more direct 
resources. Supporters emphasized improving retention, lowering class sizes, and prioritizing 
funding for core academics over administrative or non-academic programs. 

Need for Clear Communication and Specifics to Gain Support: Respondents stressed the 
importance of clearly explaining where funds will go, the consequences if the measure fails, and 
how the spending will directly benefit students. Many wanted comparisons to other districts, 
plain-language ballot wording, and targeted outreach to groups without school-aged children. 
Suggestions included a more persuasive marketing campaign and concrete examples of 
student-focused outcomes. 

*The complete verbatim responses will be included in a separate document. 
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And now, we have a few questions for statistical purposes only… 
 
T24. Are you a parent or guardian of a student attending school in Adams 12 Five Star Schools? 
 
Yes ...................................................................................... 30% 
Parent/Guardian Student Does Not Attend Adams 12 ..... 8% 
No, Not a Parent or Guardian of a Student ...................... 52% 
Prefer Not to Say ............................................................... 10% 
 
T25. Please answer the following question regarding the youngest student in your household. 
What grade is your student in this school year? 
 
Early Childhood/Daycare .................................................... 5% 
Preschool ............................................................................. 4% 
Kindergarten to Elementary School, K to 5th Grade ......... 39% 
Middle School, 6th Grade to 8th Grade ............................... 20% 
High School, 9th to 12th Grade ........................................... 20% 
Prefer Not to Say ............................................................... 12% 
 
T26. Does your student attend a: 
 
Neighborhood public school ............................................. 70% 
Charter school ................................................................... 12% 
Private school ...................................................................... 1% 
Homeschool ......................................................................... 6% 
Another kind of school (please describe)* ...................... 11% 
 
*The most common responses were daycare, college, magnet school, or choice into different 
public school. 
 
T27. Are you: 
 
Male .................................................................................... 47% 
Female ................................................................................ 53% 
 
T28. Are you between the ages of: 
 
18-34 .................................................................................. 15% 
35-44 .................................................................................. 15% 
45-54 .................................................................................. 18% 
55-64 .................................................................................. 19% 
65 or Older ......................................................................... 33% 
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T29. Which race or ethnicity do you most identify with? 
 
White .................................................................................. 63% 
Hispanic or Latino ............................................................. 18% 
Two or more races .............................................................. 3% 
American Indian or Alaska Native ...................................... 1% 
Asian ..................................................................................... 2% 
Black or African American .................................................. 4% 
Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander ................................... 0% 
Other Race or Ethnicity ........................................................ 1% 
Prefer Not to Say ................................................................. 8% 
 
T30. Do you rent or own your home? 
 
Own .................................................................................... 69% 
Rent .................................................................................... 21% 
Other ..................................................................................... 3% 
Prefer Not to Say ................................................................. 7% 
 
T31. Last year, what was your total family income before taxes? 

Less than $30,000 ............................................................... 6% 
$30,000 to $49,999 .............................................................. 6% 
$50,000 to $74,999 ............................................................ 14% 
$75,000 to $99,999 .............................................................. 8% 
$100,000 to $124,999 ....................................................... 13% 
$125,000 to $149,999 ......................................................... 9% 
More than $150,000 .......................................................... 22% 
Prefer Not to Say ............................................................... 22% 
 
T32. Again, for statistical purposes only, are you registered to vote as an Unaffiliated voter, a 
Democrat, or a Republican, or are you registered with another party, or are you not registered to 
vote? 
 
Unaffiliated ......................................................................... 45% 
Democrat ........................................................................... 31% 
Republican ......................................................................... 23% 
Other Party ........................................................................... 1% 
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T33. What is the highest level of school you have completed or the highest degree you have 
received? 
 
Did Not Complete High School ........................................... 3% 
Graduated High School ..................................................... 16% 
Attended Technical Or Vocational School ......................... 9% 
Attended Some College, But No Degree .......................... 17% 
Graduated Two-Year College With Associates Degree ... 13% 
Graduated Four-Year College With Bachelor’s Degree .... 18% 
Obtained Masters, Ph.D., Or Other Professional Degree . 23% 
Prefer Not to Say ................................................................. 1% 
 
T34. Where do you live?  
 
Thornton ............................................................................. 39% 
Broomfield ......................................................................... 24% 
Westminster ....................................................................... 18% 
Northglenn ......................................................................... 12% 
Federal Heights .................................................................... 2% 
Other ..................................................................................... 3% 
Prefer Not to Say ................................................................. 2% 
 
Director District 
 
District 1 .......................................................................... 16.5% 
District 2 ............................................................................. 22% 
District 3 ............................................................................. 22% 
District 4 ............................................................................. 19% 
District 5 ............................................................................. 20% 
Prefer Not to Say .............................................................. 0.5% 
 
Survey Methodology 
This survey utilized an MMS text data collection method to interview 941 voters within the 
Adams 12 Five Star Schools district boundaries, inviting them to participate in an online survey. 
The survey data were weighted to represent the turnout demographics of an odd-year election 
in the District. The interviews were conducted from July 28th through August 12th, 2025. This 
survey has a margin of error of +/- 3.2% at the 95% percent confidence interval. 
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